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words of which he was supremely fond, and

which he gave out most frequently—

_ My God Is reconeiled,
His pard’ning voice I hear;
Te owns me for hie ¢hild,
" T can no longer fear:
With confidence I now draw nigh,
And Father! Abbal Father! ery.

When Mr. P. entered a family, it was
understood that each of the inmates would
be addressed, and receive an admonition pro-
portioned to his estimate of their spiritual
neccssities. This practice rendered him a '_
terror to some.of the timid unconverted, and

" often theyfled from the house on his approach.

In one house there was a daughter who used

. £ hide herself behind the sereen, out of. the
way of his questions. Bub one day, while’
hiding there, she was alarmed at his prayers; -
for he besought the Lord mightily to send an

arrow through the screen, and convinee that
sirmer who was hiding there that she could

w6t hide from the eye of Him with whom we
have to do. Such.was the impression made’

on her copscience, that before he rose from his -

kmees shewas kueeling beside him in an agony
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-of tears. The prayer was then directed to-

wards another blessing, and before long the
young woman was enabled to rejoice in the

. Jove of a reconciled God. A similar result

followed a similar petition in another place in
the town. Many were at the windows
hearkening. O Lord,” said Mr. P, “senci~
an arrow of convietion into the hearls of these
outside.” Scarcely had he spoken before one
of the most stout-hearted sinners was filled
with fear of perdition; and, pressing through
the crowd into the meeting, told publicly what
had taken place in his soul. They'prm}ed' for
him a-while, and he returned ¢ his ‘house,

rejoicing in the glowing hope of eternal life.

The revival was sustained for a consider--
able period; and our friend, during its con-
tinuance, was indefatigable in his exertions,
visiting from house to house, admonishing
private persons, and holding prayer-meetingbs
in all parts of the town., When the Spirit
of the Lord visited a house, his influence often-
fell upon more than one member of the family.
Often has Mr. P. been seen kneeling with the
husband, wife, and one or more of the child-
ren, who were agonizing for mercy at the same
time. A mother, who had found peace her-
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self, was often instrumental in bringing salva-

tion to her whole household. The moral
results were of a most delightful character,
and particalarly so in the case of some of the
most inveterate and abandoned sinners. “We

have seen,” said one of the brethren, sxulting
shortly after the outpouring, ““we have seen

the man who for years was the pest and terror -

of - the nexghbourhood but now converted,
become the instructor of the honest inquirer,
and administering consolation at the bedside
of the dying. “We can. point to the aged
sinner whose locks had grown gray in the ser-
vice:of the devil, whose house was notorious

as the hannt of dissipation and vice, now con- .

verting that very house into a scene of social
prayer, made specially remarkable in the
village as the birth-place of souls.”

’ As is usual at such times, a number of the
persons who received benefit were already
members of other churches, but had not

found previously the. actual enjoyment of

personal religion; - they retained their- for-
mer. connections, but carried into the bosom

of their own churches the zsal and joy they .
had just obtained. It mustnot be concealed, .
that in afew years’ time several fell back into:
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the world, others were called away by ‘business,
and several were taken to their final rest,
mostly dying in the triumph of faith. The

result at the end of a year, so far as the

Wesleyan body was concerned, was the addi-
tion of forty steady members, and the creation
of two new classes. The effect upon other
religious bodies in the town was to rouse up
among them the spirit of prayer, and an ear-
nest lonomn for the renewed visits of the Hely
‘One.
The day on which this singularand gracious
work began was ever after cons1dered by our
friend as a high day, and he took care to ob-

. serve its anniversary (24th February,) as'a
- day of prayer and praise in Kilsyth itself. It
" is said thal on every one of his subsequent
. visils there for that purpose, one or more souls

were born of God.

About the autumn of 1837 a conm&erable
number of persons were brought to the know-
ledge of the truth, chiefiy by Mr. Ps in-
strumenta.htv Qne sermon of hiz was made

.eminently usefu] and is referred to at the

present day, under the title of the “ Whinny

_Park.” In this discourse he compared the
_human heart to a field, which, when unculti-
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-vated, produces noxious weeds, but under the
E '.?and of a.diligent farmer, the weeds disappear.
C“If,” said he, ““the cultivator megleet his
land, the noxious things soon spring up again,
and if he abandon it altogether, the weeds
will be more numerous and ranker than they
'ﬁfould have been if the ground had never been
tilled. So the grace of God will keep down
the depravity of a wicked human heart; but
.2 backslider will find himself worse than an
unconverted man.” Several persons were
-deeply convinced and affected under this dis-
".course. '
:One person, at present a leader, whose wife
was brought to God in consequence of the
above-pamed sermon, was indnced also to
seek an interest in the blood of Christ, and
soon found rest to his soul. His prejudice
against our friend had been strong, regarding
him as afanatic, or very like one, but now he
cultivated a close acquaintance with him, and
opened his house for prayer meetings. “I
‘have seen,” says he, “ much of the power of
God in those mestings, and especially when
“brother Patrick has been offering his patitions
to Heaven, particularly on one oceasion,
April, 1838, the room was crowded almost
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to suffocation, and the peeple thronging about
the door, unable to obtain sn entrance. One

_ woman, who was very hostile to the work,
nevertheless, pressed with violence into the

midst of the room, and almost immediately
began to ery out for the galvation of her soul,
and a few days after obtained her desire.
During this meeting, siz souls found peace
with God, four of whom still retain their
piety.” At another meeting, two females ob-
tained liberty, after a struggle that was piieous
t0 behold, the elder trembling to such a degree
as to occasion Mr. P. to say she was as much
like the Philippian jailor as any oue ke had
yet seen. One woman, who had been train-
ed to a rigid observance of the forms- of wor-
ghip, but alas! only to the forms, was con-
siderably offended at the confidence of Mr.
P., when she heard him speak of the Deity
as “my God, my Father, my Savicur,” ete.,
and declared that although she had attended
kirk all her days, was quite moral in conduct,
‘and could answer all her gusstions as well
as any body in the town, she dared nof
use such kind of language. Oun closer self-
examination, however, she began to suspect
that all was nob quite right within, and she
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“therefore sought an interview with our friend.
* The result of -this' conversation, by the bles~
sing of Glod, was a clear conviction in her’

“maind that she was still an unconverted sin-

ner, and that whatever her doctrinal creed’
- might have been, she was in fact a Pharisee,

and out of Christ. Deeply humbled, she was
- now content to seek the Lord in the simplest’
“way, and rested not till she found the know-
~ledge of salvation, and could profess-as eon--
- fidently as any, The Lord is become my salva-"
“tion. Immediately she became anxious abont-
‘the spiritual state of her husband. ¢ O,
“speak to my man! pray for my husband!™
ete.  Inafew days, he also cast away his

confidence in formality, and ventured in faith

“upon the Lord Jesus Christ. His anxiety
“was equally excited for the safety of his
" mother, Jong reputed a pious woman, because

of -her extensive acquaintance with the letter

“of Scripture, but whom he knew to be desti=
- tute of heart-changing religion, and hebreught -
- her into acquainiance with Mr. P., whose in-
" structions and prayers were made instrumen-
“tal in bringing her, with two other sons, and
“two daughters, to the saving knowledge of
" thestruth.  All these gontinueto profess their
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enjoyment of the pardoning love of God to
the present time, except one daughter, who,
some time since, died in the Lord.

So"great was the number of those brought
to God, that a class of new converts was
formed, consisting of about forty persons, and
yet it was believed that 10t above one-half of
the number benefited joined the Wesleyan

Society, the prejudice against both the doe-

irine and discipline of Methodism being very
gtrong il the town. Sill the work of con-
version proceeded. :

Tt is not to be understood that Mr. P. was
personally present with all those who found

-peace at this period, bul he was, directly or in-

directly, connected with nearly all,and was the
fain instrument in the hand of Ged of the
good that was then done. His soul yearned
ovor sinners, and his enlarged heart’ craved
the salvation of all.  For this he spared no
pains, and thought no self-denial or labc?ur
too great. On one occasion be Prayed 'ﬂ:1th
almost overpowering earnestness for a revrfval
of spiritual religion in’the Steeple ™ Kirk,
(his memory failing at the moment to supply
him with the minister’s name,) and in all the

other congregations in the town,otogether
E‘ .
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~with' similaf-blessi-ngs for Falkirk, D-eﬁny,—

-Stirling, Doune, and Fintry, naming them:
“0 Lord,” said he, “let thy work - spread
‘over all the land.” It has beem remarked by
1many, that a literal answer was soon after-
wards given to almost all this mighty prayer.
. During the following three or four years,
there-was a general quickening of ali the other
-denominations throughout the town; extra
preaching serviees were appmnted 5 sermons
were delivered in the epen air; a’church of
" Independents was gathered, and meetings for
‘prayer were systematm, and very mumerous.
For twelve months suecessively there was
‘hield every week twenty prayer meetings eon-
mected with the Hstablished Church, ten be-
Jonging to the Relief congregation, eighteen
of tle Methodists, and nine ameng the Con-
gregationalists, and all this Wlﬂlln the pre-
‘¢incts of ome parish. Ne wonder if faith
were mingled with these numercus pelitions,
:thad; a bless1 ng, copicus and extensive, was at
enrrth poured out. :

Accordmcly, on'the 28d of July, 1889, in
the parish church, while the Rev. Mr. Burns,
fun., was officiating, the long sought power
‘was present ;. an-influence feil upon the vast
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“congregation of a most surprising character.
- All were affected. Some :moaned because of
-their sense of sin and danger; others shouted

beeause of their present iively sense of accep-
tance with God; and many because they
now saw their long sustained prayers an-
swered. The scene in the church aroused

‘the anxiety and fears of many, who dreaded
~ lest the apparent disorder might occasion

geandal, bui. the excitement was irrepres-
sible.  All day and all night the anxie-
ty and prayers of the seeking mouls were
sustained, and the number of penitents was
continually increasing, Multitudes flocked
into the town from all quarters in a sh
time; the church was generally foll; num
rous private houses were almost always occu-
pied as:places of worship; and in the dark
night might be heard resounding from the
variond coverts of the haughs and glen the
voice of mourners secretly agonizing in prayer
with:the Lord.

During the week at which the revival was
at its height, out of door preaching was held
every afternoon in the square; and, on cne
of these occasions, while the Rev. A. Somer~

" ville was preaching, such an overwhelming
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influence acéompdnied the word, that forty or
~ fifty stout able bodied persous fell to the

ground as if dead.” On being removed to a

cried aloud to God for mercy. The Rev. W.
Burns continued the service’in the open air,
until the shades of evening coming on, the
multitude adjourned to the parish kirk, where
a prayer-meeting was commenced, which
lasted till the morning was far advanced.
This evening, a beautiful illustration of Chris-
4ian union was exhibited in the meeting,
Churchmen and the Methodists, Relief people
and Independents, forgot their peculiarities,
and harmoniously laboured together in the
one object of leading unhappy souls to the
footstool of a pitying and pardoning God. A
person returning home at twe o’clock in the
morning, says, “ We heard the sounds of
prayer and praise, weeping and rejoicing, on
every hand in various parts of the valley. I
suppose we passed by twenty or thirty prayer
mestings on our way home, chiefly composed
of young persons who had retired in small
companies for a more private devotion.”

The Kilsyth revival of 1839, has been.
minutely pourtrayed in printed documents;

house, and recovering themselves, they all
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published ab the "time, and need not there-

fore be described here.  On this occasion, the

work was general; in 1835, it more particu-

larly affected the Wesleyans, and was then
regarded with suspicion by persons who now
were cured of that prejudice. At this time
the word of the Lord had free course, and
was glorified. FPersons from the neighbour-
ing parts came, and found salvation, and not
a fow from very distant places, who returned
4o their homes happy in the love of God.
Without knowing what was going on, our
friend P. was led to visit Kilsyth, just at
the commencement of this work, and mingled
with rapture and zeal inl the whole move-
ment, not making himself prominent, inas-..
much as the guidance of affairs was in the
hands of the ministers in town, but yet per-
vading those more private departments of
labour in which he knew that his strength
chiefly lay. Many persons whom he attend-
ed at that period, and whom he privately
led up to the cross, are still to be found,
gratefully acknowledging him as their spirl-
tual father, and among others a young woman
who had cherished a long time a silent enmity
against him, because of his obtrusive piety,
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-and yet could not divest her mind of a secret
~awe, believing him to bo a favoured son of
G}.od, wag couvinced in the course of the re-
vival of her own sin and danger, and became
;ve:y“miserable. A number of circumstances
-combined to impress the thought that Mr.
P. was endowed with extraordinary favour
--of.: God; and in her humble state she sought
‘bim out amid his evangelical visitings, :nd
&t once opened all her mind. Tt wa; a con-
solation to her to-hear him say, she was not
far fro.m the kingdom of heaven; but as yet
she did not obtain the assurance from God.
.The next day, finding her still hesitating to
put forth the simple act of cordial faithi he
%ed.her in his usual method to contemplate
the ‘ability, willingness, and pre.sence.. of the
S-a.vxour of sinners, urging her to make the
i venturous effort. T shall believe,” said she;
1 do believe.,” ¢ Jesus is mine!™ Tt ap:
pears ‘that while uttering these words, she
a.ctufmlly did make the venture, and after re-
peating them again, she burst forth in sing-
ing, making the house resound with the

words,
“ My God is reconciled,” ete.

. This instance is-quoted merely as asample
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- of many, very many, sitnilar ones ocourring ab

that time, These simple and sudden changes

“have proved the beginning.of a new and holy
Jlife,and, in many cases, sustained $o this hour.

ALl the churches in Kilsyth, long after the

. Grst commotion had passed away, were throng-
_od with earpest worshippers, and the cause

of God received & lasting bemefit. By De-

_cember, in that year, the little Wesleyan

Society numbered one hundred and sixty-six
members, besides those who were kept “on
trial” :
Tt mow became neeessary to erect & com-
modious chapel for regular worship. The
¢« Lodge” that had been so long oceupied for
.that purpose was dear to many as the- birth-
place of their soul, and they were reluctant
.to leave it; but the numbers now ineonven-
jently thronging it at every meeting, and the
impossibility of gaining admission for mul-
titudes, rendered it imperative to procure &
Jarger place. A subseription was. therefore
-opened, and the usual efforts employed with
such snccess, that a plain commodious house
was built, capable of containing four or five
hundred persons, which was opened for wor-
ship on 31st May, 1840, by the Rev. Robert
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Day. The blessing of Heaven was not with-

drawn from the new establishment, and many: -

souls have since sought and found -the Lord
in-that place.

Particularly in the yéar 1845, a good work

 commenced among the young people, and was
advanced by an awful event which befel three

young men who occasionally attended the -

preaching, and had been subjects of the Spi-
rit’s striving, but who trifled with the grace
of God and their own souls. Omne Sabbath
day, the weather being hot, they agreed to
spend the afternoon bathing in the dam. It
‘appears that both conseience and the Divine
Spirit remonstrated against the violation of
the holy day, and the victim himself felt un-
-usual misgivings, yet they persisted in their
intention; but they had not been at the water
many minutes before one of the party sunk
.to rise no more in life, and another, by ven-
“turous and vain efforts to save his companicn,
was so exhausted that he was himself sav-
ed with extreme difficulty. The conster-
nation caused by this event was overruled to
the spiritual good of many who knew all the
parties, and the. two survivors- themselves
turned to the Lord in penitence and prayer,
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and are now witnesses of Jesus willingness

. and power 1o save. Mr. P., according to his

copstant habits, was soon in the midst of the
inguiring youths, aiding them by his advice
and prayers, Several of these are now
steadily walking in ihe ways of the Lord,
and give promise of becoming ornaments of
the Church,




CHAPTER VL
WALLACESTONE.

Gives up business—aipology-—Prayer~Visits Wallace-
stone—The fist day—Four Converts—Commotious
preaching—Many brought fo God—Society formed —
Open air Service—A New Chapel-—Opposition—Re-
moves his residence—Village preaching—Anesdotes—
Division of the Circuits—Visits other places-—Symp-
toms of disease—Last Sabbath—His death and funeral.

In the intervals of time between the more
stirring seasons, in which he was chiefly con-
fined to Kilsyth, Mr. Patrick made excur-

sions to distant parts of the country, every-
where and at all times intent upon the one
object of extending the saving knowledge of
his Redeemer, and had an encouraging mea-
sure of snccess. Fe scattered the Gospel
soed far and wide, and in many localities
where he had not the happiness of seeing
what might be called a harvest, there are
to be found solitary plants of righteousness,
and even groups growing up towards matu-
rity, the results of his labour.

When at home or moving about in his
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own cirewit, after the excitement had pas-
sed away, he was still intent upon his work,
visiting regularly for the purpose of religious
conversation, holding prayer meetings, and
preaching at every opportunity. The de-
fect in his sight disqualifying him for any
secular employment, the eagerness with which
he was welcomed almost every where, seemed

“4o demand, that he should devote himself to
the sole work of God.  His own love and zeal
confirmed this view, and he seemwed heartily

to enter into the Apostle’s resolution, “Jam

* determined to know nothing among men, but

Jesus Christ and him erucified.”
He had often now to defend himself from
the charge of disorder in his former meetings,

* which was urged against him by certain par-
ties. He replied with truth, that he never
_tolerated any proceeding different from what
" is usual in religions worsbip generally, except
* o, vehemence and earnestness of manner, that
" was habitual in him above most other men,

unless there was manifestly some extraordin-
ary work of the Spirit going on. When the
conscience of a hearer compelled him to ory
out for mercy, then rules and forms of ‘mere
decency were made to give place; for, said he,
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.“the truest order at such titmes, is the very
thing you call indecent.” *A huntsman” said
he, “will ride along the highway very
decently, while no game is in view, but
as soon &9-it is started, dykes and hedges
are nothing to guide him, he is then regu-
lated only by the movements of his object.”

It occasioned him considerable pain, to
see any of the young converts relax in their
ardour. < My bairn,” he would say, *ye
maun gang daily to the well, if ye're for cool,
caller water. The well’s always free, but ye

_canna draw enough for a life at ane time, ye

maun gang again and again.”

He judged

_of their plety, not as some supposed by the

continuance of excitement, but by the steadi-

ness of their character, and their conscienti-
- ous attention to the whole service of God;
.and affirmed that as their sonls advanced in

_ grace, much of the turbulence of their first

- solutien.

religious feelings would pass away, and be re-
placed by solid principle, and confirmed re-
I observed, said he, that the tin

- can when first placed to catch the falling

stream rattled, and sounded, and made a
“wanderfu’ noise,” but as it became full, the
sound grew less and less. Just soit isin the
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Heart of a young Christian. Noise is natural’
but not necessary.  True religion is, «Christ
in you, the hope of glory.”

Sensible from his own experience of the
jmportance of prayer, he was jeallous ‘f-)_f t]:te
attention paid to the prayer meetings in his
neighbourhood; and generally while he re-
sided at Coatbridge, he would rise at six
oelock on the Sabbath morning, to go round
to the homes of his friends, and rouse them
from their slumbers, that they might be
present at the early prayer meeting on the
Tord’s Day. He conceived thab this ex-
ercise in a manner sanctified all the exer-
cises of that day, and that barren meetings
might reasonably be expected, if th.e morn-
ing prayers had been either omitted or
slighted. )

As it was his endeavour to bring !:]:}e
audience up to the house of God in the spiri
of prayer, so he himself sought a preparation
for his mere public duties by the same means..
On coming to Kirkintilloch, to preach one
Sabbath, he kneeled down on the threshold
of the Chapel, and besought 2 blessing; he:
did the same in the midst of the Congrega-’
tion, and again at the pulpit steirs, before he
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entered. - The censorious will denounce all,
" this as trick and hypoerisy, but those who.
knew him best, might Tegret its eccentricit .,
and carelessness of man’s esteem, but they,
saw in it only the visible manifestation of .
what was habitual in his heart, that although
the outward act was unusual, the state of.
mind that dictated it was characteristic..

That day several persons professed to receive .
convincing or converting grace, under his
ministry. ) .

" At the commencement of the year 1842,
a new feld of labour and usefulness was-.
opened . to him, in a quarter little expected. .
A. miner who bad received much profit from
the labours of Mr. P.in Airdrie, had occasion 3
to remove to Wallacestone, in the parish of .
Polmont, Stirlingshire; but after some time,
finding no food for his soul in his new resi-..
dence, he came over to invite his old friend .
to spend a few days in Wallacestone, and to ‘
labour to reclaim his fellow-workmen. ~This
proposal was rather startling, and excited .
much thought and prayer, before it could be
acceded to, but at length Mr. P. consented .
to go.

- This part of the country was then in a.

3=
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state of deplorable spiritual destitution; at
a considerable distance from the parish kirk,
and no one greatly caring for the souls of
the people. The population were therefore
miserably sunk in morals. Without re-
straint, and almost without shame, the most
open sin was commonly practised. Drunken-
ness, brawling, gambling, and general licen-
tionsness met the eye every day, and ‘almost -
every where. The people, a hardy, fearless
race, were chiefly addicted to the boisterous
and turbulent viees, and their sport was
fighting of cocks and dogs, and often even of
men, so that they were denominated in the
surrounding parts, the Wallacestone “ Jions.”
Tt seemed a hopeless attempt to preach the
Gogpel to such 2 neighbourhood, and the
preacher who ventured here, appeared to be
devoting himself to certain suffering, and final
defeat.

Prior to this application, 2 number of be-
lievers at Coatbridge, with Mr. P. at their
head, had covenanted to pray for an open
door of usefulness, and an outpouring of the
Spirit.  This invitation seemed to them all,
an answer of prayer, and although in its own
aspect, the undertaking was very unpromising,
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they knew that the divine blessing was all
sufficient to ensure success, They therefore
agreed to set apart a portion of every day, to
pray that the power of God might accompany
their friend’s Jabours, while he ventured, in
dependance on Heaven, to unfarl the banner
of the cross among these bold sinners. And
in his subsequent movements, it was no small

comfort to our friend, to remember that he

was sustained in hissundertaking by the ear-
nest prayers of his brethren at home.

Orn Feb. 11, 1842, heset out on this excur-
sion, and on arriving at Wallacestone, took
up his temporary abode with Robert Waugh,
(the friend who had invited him, and who

was himself then only a lodger), expecting . |

to return in a few days. The first evening
was spent agreeably with his companion,
_in conversation about the late revivals, and
after family worship, they all retired to rest.
Ox the morrow Mr. P. was Ieft alone, his
companion being obliged to attend his labours
underground. The family with whom ke
was staying, being by mo means religious,
felt uncomfortable in the presence of such a
man as he evidently was, and kept at a pain-
ful distance, only approaching him at meals,
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or when smmmoned to his room to worship
God; an exercise they could not refuse, yet,

at that, time to them very irksome. Bub

after a few hours they began to pity and
sympathize with their guest, on account of
his loneliness; and inasmuch as they had
themselves neither the heart mor the head
$o sustain a conversation suited to so holy a
‘man, as they deemed him to be, they resolved
to send for a woman, the only ome of their
acquaintance whom they themselves thougilt
to be religious, that she might converse with
their guest according to his mind, and so
find Lim amusement till his friend returned
from labour. When she arrived, Mr. P. at
‘once began to inguire about her soul’s salva-
tion. The good woman replied, “1 am a
member of the Established kirk.” ‘

«(), indeed Im glad to hear-that then
yon have taken the Sacrament?”

“ Yeg, mony a time.”

¢ ‘Well then what is the meaning of the

" Bacrament?”’

« T dinna ken, may be ye ken better nor
me, and ye'll éxplain it &°.”

¢« Ah,” said he, Il try;” and so proceeded
to give an. eva ngelical : exposition of the na-

G
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ture of that ordinance, and of the qualifica~

tions necessary to a worthy communicant.
‘He then referred to the Confession of Faith,
and the Westminster Catechisms, on the
subject of justification and its fruits, parti-
cularly assurance of 2 personal pardon, ex-
pounding and applying this soul-searching
doctrine, as he went along; with his usnal
earnestness and fidelity. The Spirit of God
so wrought with his discourse, that after a
while the poor woman wag speechless, con-
vinced that she knew o more abotit inward
vital religion, than did Nicodemus about the
new birth, She was greatly humbled, and
became very miserable from the fear that she
Yiad sinned unpardomably, by her unworthy
communicating at the Lord’s table. She
Burried hote; therefore, from the presence of
the man of God.  On her way back het con-
victions deepened, snd she spent the whole
night in prayer to the Lord for merey. Her
_husband was much annoyed at this disturb-

ance, and conld not imaginewhat it could meax,’
but thought she had gone mad, and resclved
to send her away in the worning. However,
befors morning his passion passed away; the
scene had changed. In answer to her prayer,
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the poor womax obtained 2 clear manifesta-
tion of mercy, and now rejoiced aloud. Her
husband listened, was himsell convineed of
sin, and becoming distressed in his turn, he
spent the time till day-light, in ealling wpon
Jesus to save hiz soul. At an early hourhe
went to the lodgings of the stranger, for the
benefit of his advice and prayers; the very
sort of Tequest to delight our friend. After
much explanation of what Mr. P. always
called < the simple plan of salvation,” and
united prayer, the poor mal ventured to ac-
cept of Ohrist by faith, and went home dis-
burdened of his load of woes, rejoicing in
God. .

This circumstance which took place under
the eye of his host and hostess, so affected
them, that the whole of this day was spent
in directing them to the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of world. And by even-
time, there were, four precious souls filled
with the unspeakable joys of a present salva-
tion. It may easily be conceived with what
vnmingled delight Mr. P. himself witnessed
those gracious interpositions of divine merey.
Mhe news of these evenis ran through the
place with rapidity, and many came to see
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this extraordinary strapger, who could turd

the ‘world upside down. Some stood ab 2
distance with a sort of superstitions awe;
others however conversed freely, and be-
‘sought him to preach them & sermon. To
{his he readily consented, and from that time
he preached almost every evening for geveral
weeks. i
A school-room was procured as a preach-
- ing place; the congregation was large; many
were pricked to the heart, and cried out for
merey, and 2 considerable number obtained
the pearl of great price, and were added to
the Lord. The people here having a warm
and lively temperament, felt keenly the pangs
of penitence when they were actually affected
by the Divine Spirit, and being quite unso-
phisticated by the manmers of large towns,
tliey put themselves under little orno restraint
in the expression of their distress, or of their
joys.” The scenes therefore that now occur-
red were of the most exciting character; but
wise steps were taken with the ntmost promp-
titude to prevent the good work from evapor-
ating in mere excitement.
Mr, Patrick, amid all the commotion-of a
boisterous revival, kept 4 steady eye on chureh
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discipline, and eontinually remembered his
own subordination to his minister. He
therefore. sought to gather those who l'1a,d
found peace into companies, and lost mo time
in informing the Superintendend of Giasgow

-of what he was doing, requesting ministerial

2id apd sanction, together with a supply of
class-books, rules of the Bociety, ete.

In sbout six weeks after his arrival in the
place, by the blessing of God upon his soli-
tary labours, forty-six persons Were capable
of uniting in chureh-fellowship, mest of them
able to testify that they had conscious peace
with God, through believing in Jesus. On
March 27, the Bev. T. Williams, one of the
ministers of Glasgow, visited them, and form-
-ally instituted two closses. His preaching
on that oceasion was owned of God, and that
visit will not soon be forgotten. Tt appeared
'that many present were made the subjects of
deep feeling, which they res-t_rained till after
the nsual benediction was pronounced at the
close of the service, and the congregation was
actually breaking up, when one young Jnan
could contain no longer, bub cried out vehe-
mently that they should pray for him. The
congregation turned back, and instantly be-
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gan a prayer meeting. Other persons in the
-game case soon vented the distress of their
gouls in loud prayers, new that an example
‘was given, and not less than twenty penitents
Wf,re then at once crying for mercy, severﬂ
of whom obtained peace before the meeting
finally ended. -At the next quarterly vis;-
tation, in Jume following, the Rev. John

Simon -gave trial-tickets to geventy persons, '

and. read and expounded the Rules of the
'-Somety tothose present. The Church being
‘?hus organised, a regular and steady increaste;
followed bothin numbers and grace.
Meetings for preaching were held in vari-
ous houses, and often in the open air, vast
pumbers of hearers attending, and some of
them from very great distances. Wallace-
stone is a small village, standing on the top of
-an eminence which commands an extensive
and beautiful view. In the low grounds at
the foot of the hill lay the village of Redding.
and in the back ground the eye runs over tﬁ;
Tarbour of Grangemouth, and traces the
course of the majestic Forth till it is lost in
the wide ocean. DBefore the spectator are
the Ochill hills, and to the west, in the midst
-of a rich carse, is. Falkirk, Grabamston, the
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Carron water, and further back, there rises
a rugged mountain scenery, over which, still
farther back in the dim distance, the gigantic
hills of Argyllshire are seen lifting their heads,
and, ag it were, peering over the seene.  On
one of the highest points of the hill is erected '
a plain stone pillar, bearing the mame of the
great Seottish patriot, Wiortam WY ALLACE,
with an inscription :n Latin, ¢ Hro sTENT,
1998 The tradition cucrent among the
snhabitants is, that on the day of the battle
of Falkirk, that hero,‘disgusted with the envy
of the Scoteh nobles, withdrew hig division of
the army, vowing he would not co-operate m
the fight, or rescue any man that day; thad
he Posted his men in this neighbourhood, and
bimeelf mounted this eminence 10 view the
disastrous conflict carried on in the valley
below, and thab this pillar moarks the exach
gpot where he then stood. The vignette o
our little page gives an accarate representas
tion of thiz memorial; and ib may be added,
that of the cottages in the background, that
to the estreme left of the picture Was Mr.
P.s residence, being ihe first-house he ever
entered in the place, and that from which his
mortal remains Were brought out o he car-
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ried ‘to their long home. This * Stone”
gives the name to the village, and was to the
earliest Wesleyan congregations the favour-
ite point of resort for open air worship. A
preacher taking his stand at this place, with
a group of the inhabitants of the nearest
houses around him, was easily observed from
varions and distant parts, and, without any
other summons, the people immediately
flocked in eompanies from the muir, and
neighbouring villages in the low ground, to
Liear the word of life. *Twas delightfa] from
this commanding spot to lock around at the
hour of morning worship on the Sabbath day,
and to view the numerous parties of human
beings, who, but a few weeks before, were
revelling in open and abandoned wickedness,
now thronging from all directions towards
this spot, and toiling up the steep, to bow
before their Maker, and listen to the tale
of redeeming love. The ideas of turbu-
lence and havoe, s0 long familiar to them,
and which the associations of the memo.
rial on the ground were so calevlated to
vecall, were all displaced from their minds
by thoughts of the sceme of Calvary; and
longing desires to be approved by the Prince
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of Peace, and to be made like unio him, filled
their hearts. On some occasions, the wqrd
delivered on this spot has been a.ccompa,n}ed
by a power similar in Iis effects tq that which
attended the ministrations of Wesley and
Whitefield. The hearers have literal_lyv failen
to the earth in companies, depl.oring‘their past
ingratitude and rebeliion against God, orhre—
joieing with an overpowering Joy because they
had now found his merey.

During the summer Season, and on days
when the weather was fair, the humble wor-
shippers cared little for any other cove;'mg
except the high camopy of heaven, but.as
winter drew near, a house becarne Decessary.
The first winter various places were used, but
the inconveniences were found to be too great
0 be endured again. The school-reom was
not always to be had, and no pther room ex-
isted largge enough to contaln -the congrega-
tion, not to mention other difficulties that
occurred; so that it was resolved 'to‘erect 2
plain and convenient chapel for thtrair 0wn use
as a sanctuary in the wilderness. The people
were poor, but they were zealous, and ha,rdy,m
and self-denying. Never, probably, was thef'a
a Society more determined 0 ‘help itself in

3
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such & cause than they were. With a very-
spiall amount of assistance from iriends at a

distance, a mneat little place of worship® was
at length erected on the banks of a burn
which runs in a bottom between two braes,
in a pleasing picturesque scene, just midway
between the villages of Wallacestone and
Redding, and within an easy distance of Rum-
ford and Stanerigg. It was opened for wor-
ship by the Rev. T. Williams, in the autumn
of 1843, and has since proved the birth-place
of many souls. '
- Tt is mot to be supposed that z Church
could thus be gathered and organized entirely
without opposition. Aeccordingly, not long
after the success of Mr. P.s labours became
apparent, he was interfered with; but the
good hand of God was upon him for good.
Attempts by varioms parties were made to
convert the work into mere idle controversy,
but they failed. ~ Some sought  to persuade
~the young converts that they were entered
“apon a “soul-ruining course,” but they had
_too clear an evidence in their own consciences
that God was reconciled to them, to listen to

1 8ge the Frontispiece.
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“such jnsinuations: They knew that a fow

months before they were in the gall of bitter-
ness and bonds of iniquity, and wers fast

- hastening 1o destructions that sinee that pe-

riod they bad been led to seek and find par-
don and peace in the blood of the Lamb; now
they had joy in the Lord as their portion,
and were walking in the comforts of the Holy
Ghost. And when they considered the re-

sults of the instrumentality ander whose in-

fluence they had been bronght, in leading
them from sin to holiness, from misery to
exceeding peace, and making them new crea-
tures in Christ Jesus; without the aid of
extensive learning, or keen logical powers,
they found sufficient evidence in their own
personal experience to convinee thelr reason
+hat true and henoured servants of God weve
among them. Azn anonymous attemnpt was
also made from the Press to pervert the

young converts, but, although written with

much apparent affection, and distributed with
zeal, it failed to serve the intended purpose.
The writer, who could net be saspected of
absolate ignorance, Was, nevertheless, so of-
fonsively disingenuouns, as to defeat his own
object. Nobody was so weak as to suppose-
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the doctrines he chiefly attacked were held-

by his opponents; his blows, therefore, fell

only on an eremy of his own creation ; and, ~

on the other hand, the strange doctrines he
himself insinuated were known to be held in
abhorreénce by the very denomination he pro-
fessed to defend. It was therefore wisely
judged that a printed reply was quite need-
less, and the result justified the course ad-
opted; for the Society were, by the very op-
position -itself, only the.more confirmed in a
cordial attachment to both the men and the
means which had been so blessedly instru-
mental in saving their souls.

M, Patrick, thankful for the extraordinary
success with which -God had crowned his
labours in this neighbourhood,and deeply sen-
sible that the new converts reguired a constant
diligent attention, in order to their preserva-
tion and growth in grace, was also aware that
an extensive field of possible good was lying
vnregarded in the localities all around ; he
therefore yielded to the urgent request of his
ftiends, and took up his permanent abode.in
Wallacestone, giving himself wholly to the
- earé of the religious interests of the people.
A vigorous system of visitation Was DOW.
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- adopted and sustained; and by the aid of the

sealous members, supporied by the local
preachers from various parts of the cireuit,
the word of God was proclaimed in numerous
places in the neighbourhecd. Conversions
took place from time to time in Redding,
Lauriston, Grangemouth, Berrowstouness,
Avonbridge, Western Divities, Shieldhill,
Rumford, and Blackbraes. Not unfrequently
the most unlikely persons were brought uo-
der the saving influence of Divine grace.

On one occasion & man, BOW 3l honoured

member of the chureh, left his. house with
feelings of deep malignity towards our friend,
and fully determined to- insult and beat
«blind Sandy;” but, under the very sermon
he intended to interrupt, the convincing Spi-
rit veached his heart, and he became a converd
both to God and his servani, and has often
opeuly acknowledged with shame the wicked-
ness of his purpose on that oecasion.

Tt is marvellous how the enmily of the
human heart is sometimes aroused against a
nseful preacher, when nob the slightest pro-
vocation iIs given. Mr. P., when passing &
smithy one day, was assailed by a man, who
came. out of it railing at him, and loaded him
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_With the most dreadful curses, continning his
furious swearing while he was within hearing.
_ After getting bevond his reach, our friend
retired behind a hedge, and-there, in urgent
prayer, besought God to bave mercy on the
man who had so eruelly insulted him; and
quietly proceeded on his way, to occupy him-
self with other matters. What was his sur-
‘prise, about two hours after, to see that very
man come to him to ask his pardon. “Man,”*
-said Mr., P., “I forgive you; ye did me no
barm, but you must not rest till ye get God’s
-forgiveness. Come, mon, and I'll gang to
- the throne o grace wi” ye, and see if God
will no forgive you ta.” They both knel
and prayed there where they were. The
Lord heard and answered, and set the sinner's
soul at liberty before they parted. :
Thpre wag, indeed, comparatively little of
open persecution in the neighbourhood, yet
the faithful preacher had to endure many
sneers and much obloquy, but he had grace to
eridure it without reply, or he only replied by
prayers and blessings. He was overheard
one day at-prayer in a plantation by a scolfer,
who, in mockery, cried cut plaintively, “Ha!
Sauney Paterson; Sauney, come and convert

ALEXANDER PATRICK. 147

me” (The person had mistaken his name.

Our friend paid no attention to the interrup-

‘tion, but continued at his devoiions. When

he rose from his Lknees, he folt a confident
hope that good would be effected that night,
and =o it happened, for at the prayer meeling,
that very evening, five souls were converted
to God.

There was » woman in Wallacestone who
iroubled Mr. P. very much, seeking by every
means in her power to grieve and torment
him. She cursed and swore at him, and
strove by all possible ways to damage hig
character ; and seemed bent on serving Satan
with all her might. Her open mocking and
bitter malice at length affected Mr. P. n so
anusual a mannper, that he made the whole
case matter of serious prayer to God. After
e had some time proceeded in this course,
at length the persecutor was found in a
wretched state of mind, erying out, ““What
must T do to be saved.”” In her distress she
cent for her former victim; he, however,
would nob attend the summons, yet he added,
] am going to & house in the neighbourhood,
(naming it) and if she come there to me I'll

speak to her, but T'll no gang at present to
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her house.” Aeccordingly she attended, be- '

ing now willing to submit to any thing. Ho
conversed with her some time, still doubtful
in his mind whether or not this call might
got be a mere pretence, and only another of

her cunning attempts to mock and vex him,

and ridicule the sacred cause in which he was
engaged; but when he went to prajer with
her, he found such nearness of access to the
throne of grace, and so much of the power of
God resting upon him that his fears gave
way, and he arose from his knees fully per-
shaded ~that God would soon make her a
fnonument of his mercy. So sincerely was
she affeeted, and so deep her feeling, that
. while he was esplaining to her the way of
salvation she actually fell into a fit, and was
very ill indeed. After many tears and a
very hard struggle, she was enabled to step
into the glorious liberty of the children of
God, by giving up her all to Christ. The

peace she then gained she still retains, and

has -ever since that hour been one of the
happiest of the members of this happy So-
clety. ‘
Meantimethe numbet of believers inchurch-
fellowship continued to increase. Eleven
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classes were in lively operation, and about
one hundred and fifty members regularly met
in them.. Many who had received good were
providentially removed to other loealities;
and, it must be acknowledged, several fell
back into the world and sin; but a firm and
diligent discipline has been continued long
time, and by the blessing of God is confirm-
ing and edifying 2 thriving church, already
too numerous for the building they occupy
comfortably to contain.

The various institutions usually connected
with an active Christian society have been
established in the place. A Sabbath school
containing about one hundred scholars, and
twenty teachers, with a respectable and in-
ereasing library, has been opened; a sys-
tem of tract distribution is in active and ex-
tensive operation; and a day-school was
opened in the vestry of the chapel, which has
numbered as many as one hundred and forty
pupils. The late depression of trade indeed
has oceasioned, for the present, a suspension
of its operations ; but it is in contemplation o
revive it, and it is expected with mueh greater
advantages than it formetly enjoyed.

At the Conference of 1845 the Glasgow
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Cireuit was divided, and the rural division of
which Wallacestone formed a part, was consti-
tuted a separate cirenit, having an additional
winister appointed to labour in it. Mr. P.
therefore felt it somewhat less necessary to
confine himself to that locality, and conse-
© quently made excursions to distant places, as
he had formerly been accustomed to do, striv-
ing to extend, by all means in his power, the
spiritual kingdom of his great Master. He,
consequently, on invitation, visited Dunbar,
Cockenzie, and Edinburgh; and in each of
these places was made the honoured instru-

ment of leading souls to the sinner’s Friend. -

Particularly in Dunbar during bis later visits
the Spirit of God was poured out, and a
pleasing revival took place, so that the num-
ber in the Society was nearly doubled.

" The autumn and winter of 1847 he spent
at home in hig beloved Wallacestone, comfort-
ing and caring for the flock, and rejoicing in
the marked success which had attended the
labours of the local preachers and the regular
ministers, especiatly those of the Rev. G. A.
Page, who visted the place regularly every
slternate week during three years. Cur friend
was as assiduous and prompt as ever in co-
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operating in every work of faith, and labour
of love. A% this time it began to be sus-
pected by some of his friends that they ob-
served apopletic symptoms upon him, aond
warped him accordingly. DBut his energy was
not to be bridled. In the course of the winter
a slight attack put him more o2 his guard
against excitement, but nothing could indace
Bim todesist from toiling in the vineyard of his
Master; until at last, at the Spring guarter;
the insidious distemper which long seemed
to lie dormant awoke in its strength, and
hurried him away with terrific suddenness.
Several weeks before his death, says the

" Rev. G. Page, I met with Mr, Patrick in the

quarterly visitation of one of the classes at
Wallacestone. 1t wag not his own class; for
being a kind of father of the society, he occa-
slonally visited different classes, and his_a.p-
‘pearance among them at such times was bailed
with delight, and awalened among the mein-
bers an expectation that they should realize
a special season of refreshing from the pre-
sence of the Lord. At the time now referred
to, the whole of the mesting was pewaded
with a ballowed and welting influence, and
_that influence became deeper snd more im-
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pressive when Mr. Patrick, with his msual
unction and power, gave a statement of his
Christian experience. Part of it was as fol-
lows, but related in his Seottish aceent and
idiom—*T tell you what it is, children, T have
to fight every day. I am no soomer awake
than the enemy attacks me; but I go straight
to the throne, and I plead with my Father,
and I look to my Savicur: the enemy tries
hard, but T plead on, I lay hold on God ; and
. O! how sweet he gives me the victory, and
then there is mo room for self, no room for
the devil, no room for sin; all my heart is
filled with God. But, children, this is every
* day work with me.” This account may serve
to show the deep tone of Mr. Ps piety; but
it ig impossible to deseribe in words the power
and spirit with which he uttered it.
Mr. Patrick’s last Sabbath upon earth was a
‘memorableday. ItwasaSacramental Sabbath.
Such days at Wallacestone are generally
high days in the best sense of the words.
“This was pre-eminently so. About a hundred
and seventy communicants sat down at the
table of the Lord, almost all of whom oxnly
six years before were utterly ignorant of pe;-
sonal religion, and to whom the very name of
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Methodist only exeited wonder. And bewho.

had been the first and chief instrument in pro-
moting and bringing about these glorious re-
cults was one of the number. ad it been
known that that was to be last time he was to
sit down with us at the Lord’s table on earth,
what had been our feelings; how deep, howover-
whelming had been our emotions! God, in
infinite wisdom and mercy, hides from us the
events of the future, even when they are close
ot hand., If, however, we had no premonition
of his death, subsequent reflection upon the
services of. that day produces the pleasing
conviction that Grod had fully prepared his
servant to sit down at the marriage-supper of
the Lamb. Towards the close of the service
our venerable father was called on to engage
in prayer. It was a precious season. He
had more than ordinary liberty. His lan-
guage and spirit told that he had power with
God, and the shower of heavenly influence
that descended upon us all was guficient
proof that he prevailed. Vuech sweetness,
such melting of soul, such golemnity, so much
of that * sacred awe that dares not move, and
oIl the silent heaven of love™ were present to
our hearts, that we felt rather than said, “Lo!

PSR RN —
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God is here” Several times during the
prayer Mr. P. exclaimed, “Glory, glory, my
soul is full of God.” .
At the love-feast in the afternoon, he told
as that he knew it weuld be a good Sacra-
meut, His Father had given him an assur-
ance of it while he was pleading for it in his
closet. - To this pleading in bis closet, his
wife referred after his death. 0, how
hard,” szid she, ““and how long he did pray
for that sacrament!” In the love-feast, al-
Jusion was made by the minister to the
death of Fohn Hunter, which had taken place

not many days before, and the whole eongre-
gation united in singing, °

o (lome, let us join our friends above,
That have obzained the prize,” &e.

In the vestry; at the close of the service, he
said with deepand solemn feeling, “Poor John
Huntér has gone home first. John and I
have had many a fight side by side.” This
was. said in allfision to their united efforts
-in bringing souls to Christ. Before another
Sabbath dawned upon the earth, he and John
were waving théir palms and tuning thieir
voites together in the presence of God and
‘the Lamb.
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1t was observed thas at thelast class-meeting
he attended, his mind was in a very solemn
and spiritual frame, and cn his way home he
vemarked to a young friend who zecompanied
him that he was deeply impressed with a be-
lief, notwithstanding he felt mo particular
bodily disease, that his mortal career was al-
most tun.  He had nothing to trouble his
‘mind as to his own prospects in eternity, but
the cares of his family, and the anxiety for
the welfare of the society in Wallacestone lay
heavy on bis heart. The prayer of his scul
was both in a spiritual and carnal sense, Lord,
bless my bairns!

On Wednesday, March 22, he spent a
considerable part of the day in visiting the
sick, and praying beside them, as was his
custom. His health seemed as-good as nsual,

.and his spirits tolerably buoyant. About

half-past six in the evening he arrived at the
house of Mr. D). Baxter, where he was ex-
pected to indite a letter to the Quarterly
meeting upon the business of the eircuit.

* He seemed fatigued, but not i1}, and almost
immediately entered upon his present duty.
His host had written part of the intended
letter at his dictation, and inquired withous
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Al 287
any suspicion, “ Whatnext, brother W@WEMVM
Waiting some time for a Hamﬁ. ?w. ﬁ MM : mmwmpm
from his paper, and observed w.:Ha ﬂw bis head
.wmﬁ&um upon his shoulder helplessly, id tht
he was attempting to mutter mwmpm& roken
sentences.  Calling his wife, ”C &mwwwm o
mediately endeavoured to lift him to \

and get himtowalk into another room, holding
(=]

each an avm, but it was vain. His mﬂgm?
and all power to help himself was almost in-
stantaneously gone. . 1o & e
”c recollect hinigelf, and said, *“This is death

‘Atiother friend and his wife, both members -

- of the Society, were called in. _meuﬂ w,ﬁmawwwﬁw
-to lift him into another room; “‘put y

hand, said he, under my oxter {(armpit); I.

: kal Hw
think I could walk if T got to my feet.” E
it was i n.
e o H&HMWM MMoMmW& of his afflicted
that for a momen g ilicted
wife, with whom he had mm.mwﬂmwumuwmy H%WM
> hi easiness.
rears, gave him some un — . :
WM wmumw ” They quieted him ina r.».sm &HEM
odm.. his mind seeming to regain his ﬁ%ﬁm.
2 . H H " 11
self-possession, he said, musingly, .OHp m@;%
.“ipmwm is thy sting! O grave, éwﬁd ist ﬁf -
tory!™ and after pansing a while and looking

. . colaimed
round upon his anxious friends, he exclaimed

He seemed in a little -

It appeared
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in triumphant faith, “ have gotten the vie-
tory through Jesus Ohrist my Lord.” The
suddenness of the fata] attack and anziety to
‘help, combined with the nability to recollect
at the time any plan which night ease and
save their beloved friend, disconcerted his at-
‘tendants, so that what religious discourse
transpired, chiefly originated with himgelf ;

but the time wmﬁamm.u the stroke of death and

the loss of all hig pPowers was 8o small ag tg
give but little opportunity for any intelligent
conversation. Some friends brought in &
ing it might benofit him,
which he refused, saying he was a teototallor,
It was alleged that he took it only as 3 medi-
cine.  “Will it break my pledge?” said he;
“if 8o, Il no take it _ _,
After a while he said again,
“had 4 gore conflict with the ene
God, T have got the victory.
I am 2 poor sinner.” “Yes,” says his friend,
“but rich in faith.”  «pye replied he with
animation, “and heir of the kingdom 3 Christ
18 precious.” “David,” said he, speaking o
his friend, you will perhaps hold my hang
when the spirit leaves the casket. O we
shall. have a glorious -class-meeting before
Jesus, sitting on the throps!™

little spirits, -Supposin

“1 bave Igte] v
my, but, thank
n.nwgﬁwmuwnoﬁa.,

i34
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* Medieal aid was sent for while his friends
13id him on a bed, and soon an attempt was
made to let blood, but uselessly. Cupping
instrametits were applied in vain; notl}mg
eottld arrest the lethargy which now selzgd
him, and he sunk gradually into the most

profound stupor, and at about half-past seven

ott Thursday morning his happy spirit: took
its peaceful flight to a better world.

His unexpected decease cast a gloom over

the entire Circnit. Many shed tears of- bitte;'
sortow, and multitudes both felt and =aid, We
have lost our father. -

'On the 27th his remains were conveyed
to their lagt homa in the Polmont churchf
yard, attended by a large concourse of sore

. . s
rowing friends, many of them from a great

distanse. Prayer-was offered, and appropriate

portions of holy Seripture were read in the

open air mear the ‘‘stone;” the sceme of hls
former successful labour; and the procession
then slowly descended the hill, vecasionally

chaunting the usual funeral hymns, The

body was borne on the shoulders of the
friends after the English manner, and it was
touching to observe the mounrmful zeal which

wag displayed by every person in the vas.ﬁ‘_
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procession, most of whom were his spiritual
children, to have a fall share in the office of
bearing his honoured remains to the grave.
With the exception of those alone who were
officially prevented, every individual present
actually took part in this work. The solemn
service used in the English church was read
at the grave, and after prayer and an address

by the ministers of the eircnit, amid many

tears and loud affectionate acknowledgments
of religious obligations to the departed, the
sorrowful assembly dispersed. '

The sovclety assembled soon after in their
own place of worship to humble themselves

~ before God, and spent the evening in weeping

and prayer, that the good Lord would watch

. over the bereaved flock, and guard his own

cause. .

Such was the trinmphant and honoured
end of Mr, Alexander Patrick, an humble
and Iaborious servant of God, “Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright; for the
end of that man is peace.”




CHAPTER VII.

"HIS CHARACTER.

17 is probable that the name of the subject
of this Memoir may never be heard in the
circle of the fashionable and the gay. They
neither know the man nor admire his wa )
and therefore his life and his death are to
them elike indiffetent. But among those
who witnessed his labours, and especially who

‘have been led to the enjoyments of real
religion by his piety and zeal, the name of
Parrior will long be-remembered with grati-
tude and love. The smallest circumstance
-that recalls him to their memory will be wel-
‘comed, and their ~children, yet unborn, will
probably be taught to lisp his name.

In his person, Mr. Patrick was of moderate

‘height, and latterly was rather corpulent.

- His fine, open, benevolent countenance, at

once bespoke the goodwill of the spectatord
. and, in his whole demeanour, caution and
fervour, humility and firmness, were so strik-
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ingly blended, as to create a feeling of respect
in all with whom he had to do. His natural
temper was warm and excitable, but vastly
more susceptible of joyous impulses than
those of anger and resentment; so_that, next
to the conzolations of religion, he delighted
in the pleasures of friendship and society.
His companions, therefore, were numerous,
who both loved and trusted him. His sym-
pathy and advice were much sought aftfer and
prized; and .it may be added, that in the
numerous confidential communications which
" were 80 often made fo kim, he was "not more
affectionate in his advice and counsel than he
was faithful in preserving' his secreey invio-
late. _

As is shown in the preceding narrative, he
had little opportunity to acquire learning in
his early days. But he possessed natural
powers, which, had they been properly nar-
tured and trained in youth, would have
enabled himto take a very respectable posi- _
tion in life.. His judgment on all subjects
where the necessary information was at hand,
was sound and good; amd .frequently . his
sagacity and wit were felt to be discriminat~
ing and keen. Ye! he himself was often so
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‘painfully conscious of his deficiency in that
kind of ‘knowledge and taste which can be
acquired only by early and long continued

habits of study, that not unfrequently he -

retired from positions he was really able to
‘hold with respectability, from a simple dis-
-trust in bis own qualifications. Very early
-In his public career he made an attempt to
supply in some measure this, defect, by form-
- Ing, in. Airdrie, a society. of young men, for
‘the purpose of mutual improvement. Their
Plan embraced reading, lectures, conversation,

and debates. The range of their subjects was .

perhaps neither very systematic nor extensive,
but.it proved to a certain extent beneficial.
This society continuned to meét for a consider.
able time, and was at last broken up only by
the pressure. of the sterner business of life,
Most of its members did well, and several are
-Row moving in respectable and even influen-
-tial spheres., The incessant demands of g
" young family, and the numerous engagenentg
of an-urgent nature connected with the im-

mediate work of God, into which he was led -

about 'this period, prevented him, however,
from deriving so.much benefit from this as-
sociation ag he otherwise might have secured;
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‘and the affection of his eyes, by which he was

almost entirely precluded the use of books,

“befalling him soon after, he seemed to be

excluded from all hope of literary improve-
ment. His memory was good, and well stored

with Scripture texts and facis, and numerons

passages in the excellent collestion of hymns
in use among the Methodists; aJ.nd he there-
fore sought to supply by meditation on thes'e
waterials, and by the diligent study of -h}s
own. heart, the defeets of his edueation. _Hls
conversationwas consequently almost entirely
religions, and his style and matter fresh and
original, and perhaps even better adapted to
the class of persons among whom he was
ealled to labour, than they would have been
had he possessed greater early advantages, or

‘had he pot suffered the loss of his naturai

vision, :
CAsa Ohristian, it may be remarked th_a.t
‘his experience was elear and strongly deﬁnec}.
His conversion was preceded by deep peni-
tence, and his acceptance with God testified

by a distinet assurance of present pardon, In

all his snbseqnent life he atrove to walk ae
seeing Him who iz invisible, and wonld not
allow himself to live without daily following
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the AE.OStle’s adviee, (2 Cor. xiii, 5,) “Ex-

* + amine yourselves, whether ¥o be in the faith; "

" Prove your own selves: know ¥e not your own
“selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you,

except ye be reprobates?” The consequence’
was, that his religion was to him an over-

flowing source of enjoyment. Unlike those
who ery out, “The burden of the word
of .the Lord ™ or iwho say of the Sabbath,
“What a restraint, or what a weariness is
1t he, on the contrary, exulted in his God
and in God’s work, ‘The true expression of
his general fecling was, Hallelujah! “Bless

the Lord, O my sonl, and forget mnot al] his
benefits,”

It is much to be lamented that ke has left |

o written account of the Pparticular exercises
or attainments of his spiritnal life, and that
what is here said of him in this respect is
gathered from the recollections of his various
friends, who at different times received verbal
statements from him on this matter. Vet the
testimonies are sufficiently numerous to de-
wand assent; and they all concur in the
statement, that in the early part of his
religious career, Mr, P. became earnestly
desirous of attaining that “perfect love which
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’ 1 ilently
- casteth out all fear;” and it seems he &l 3

strove with the Lord for that great blessing,

and not in vain. On particolar o_cc:eas.ionsc,1 a,tl;d
L -'to those friends in whose piety he had the

oreatest confidence, he detailed the circum-
©

. . . o
- stances connected with this exercise, and als

e - - .no'
those variations in his experience respscting

-this blessing which subsequently oecurred;

but he was not forward to spgak on this h1§];
subject before men generally, I.t appears he
ever aseribed ‘the fluétnations ;Ln Iéus en:]o:wl
i his own short-coming
ment of this love fo . .
and remissness, and cautionsly a.vo:deq.nf}ﬁ;
‘ i rhich micht seem to i
representation w mght seem 10 "
: e in Divine grace.
hangeableness or caprice m Dt : ]
’ H?s tenderness of conseience was 1emﬁrk
able in all his demeanour, in Ifhldn'(g; snsalh 1?3
reat; and therefore he did not sh
well as great; an fore b
i in disrepute or w
any duty because it was ] owld
xhablrce hibrTn appear singular, His determina
tion appeared to be

in gight of God,
«Tp stand approv.ed in sig] "
F'Ir“l)lough worlds judged him perverse.

Hence his readiness to adopt the Tem%er?:cf
cause, although he might bfe r;lcinie;A ai’ntiie Ic::e
tice of Total Abs ce
wards, when the prac . Abst
was re;commended, being convineed in his own
L2
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- mind that it'was his duty, he was among the
first to take up the unpopular cause, and to
bear the reproach. Conscientiousness must

always be respectable in the eyes of Chris- -

tians, but when not enlightened by the pure
word of God, it may- become a frailty and a
snare. Scrupulosity is nearly allied to super-
stition and uncharitableness, and gometimes
leads to much unnecessary suffering.  Into
this danger our friend fell once and ‘again,
but his increasing light, and the supply of
God’s grace vouctisafed to him in answer to
prayer, recovered him to his comforts, and to
his wonted strength,

In all the fundamental doctrines of thé
Gospel he had a full faith, and he most cop-
dially embraced all those select truths which
are regarded by the Wesleyan body as their
peculiar charge. - This was the result of con-
viction as much as of impulse. He brought

his reason to.the investigation, and he also

applied the test of experiment, so far as
means were afforded him, and the result was
& satisfied conviction, or a “resting in the
truth.”  Yet on one oceasion, which lasted
for several weeks, ke allowed his mind to be

entangled with difficnlties respscting one of °
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‘the sacraments, which brought him into much
ental suffering, and caused the only serious
_ hesitation in the progress of divine life

which is known to have oceurred to him. On
close reflection, however, he observed that he

. was attaching unauthorized and undue im-:

portance to a were rite, and also that his.difﬂ
ficulty was chiefly of aIitera:ry nature, x}mmly
depending on verbal eriticisms, of which he
fslt himself unable to judge, he th‘erefore
reconsidered the abundant positive evidences

- of the truth of those views of the' su‘bject in
~ which he had been trained from his infancy,

and so far settled his mind as to silence his
own doubts, and to drop the question ever after
with his friends. There can be no doubt
that such was his conscientiousness, that
whatever it might have cost h_im, had he b'een
really convinced his Christian companions
_were in error, he would have borne a long
and loud testiiony against them for what he
belisved %o be the truth. His own constant

~ theme ever after was, not aboui externals,

but < Repent ye, and believe.the (::'rospﬁe :"’_
There was, howaver, one Peouhar subject

on which, in private conversation with con-

verted persons, he delighted to dwell. He -
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was 5 firm believer in- the doctrine of the
future personal reign of Christ on the earth;
a.nd. although he was not so unwise as to tr.;r
to imagire a fixed time for his appearing, as
many who hold the same opinion have .::ery
 presumptuously done, yet he endeavoured so
to live that he might be found ready when-
ever.the Master might appear. He thought
‘the Scripture of the New Testament was ?ull
every where of allusions to this event. Itis
‘not f?r us-to call his reasonings on this su.b-:
jeet in question, or to examine the rules of
1r{terpretation by which he sought to prove
‘his_opinion to be the doctrine of the Scri:p-
‘tures ; whether his notions were well or ill-
founded, they were to him a source of much
hope and econsolation, and he found in this
theme, motives to diligence, watchfulness
. charity, and almost every Gospel grace. In
‘his public ministrations this subject was not
quen'permitted' to appear; but when dis-
coursing on. it with his private friends his
301;1_. seemed to expand with delight, and it
was‘:distinctly seen, by the rapturous hdpe
f:ha_t glowed on his countenance, he was living
in-a state of fellowship with the Father a.n?d
~with his Son Jesus Christ. T
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" Yn the arduous. task of rearing a large
" family, he had many diffculties which tested
‘his fidelity and general character, but amid
them all he was enabled to maintain his in-
tegrity towards God and man, 80 far at least
as tohave a good report of all that knew him.
On one occasion, indeed, a circumstance o
* curred in his family which caused much pain
‘to. his own mind, and proved a stumbling-
_block to some of his friends, and it was judged
- by the church that.as he himself seemed not
1o have used all the caution which was justly
to be expected from him, he ‘should be put
under 4 temporary and light censure. It has
since been thought that this decision was
harsh. At the time it gave him unspeakable
pain, and the more SO as he was in guch 2
position thab he could not vindicate himself
without inculpating those for whom he was
willing to undergo any amount of suffering.
He therefore meekly ‘submitted to the in-
fliction, and left his case to be vindicated by
the great Master to whom he commended his
cause in weeping and prayer. He was heard.
The Christian spirié with which he passed
through this painful business restored him
1o the full confidence of his friends, and by
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thf} ordeal his humility and patience were
brightened and refined as by fire.

Among the more striking features of his
Christian character was Aumility. When
God puts honour upon a man by giving him
3 more than ordinary measure of succebss in
his efforts to save souls, the great adversary
generally labours hard to mar the work by
engendering spiritual pride.  Many a man
of Glod kag fallen into the snares that have
thus been laid.” Happily Mr. P. was not of

‘the number. Although he was the chiefest
of the apostolic men, who, under God, raised
the cause'in Wallacestone, and was the meaxs
of 'F:nt)re eonversions than any one man who
visited the place, and though his fame was in
al'l the-church'es for many miles around, yet
his spirit and general deportment pla’,inly

s’nowgd that he felt like the qust‘.lie‘._ccto me

who am-less than the least of all saints is this -

grace given,” that I'should- bring -many of -

_ the vilest outeasts to partake of the unsearch-
a.'ble' riches of Christ, Frequently he ad-
monished his hearers on this subject, and
warned them not to praise man, for the’ good
do_ng'a wag the work of God alone. Whe; he
testified of the grace of God that wasinhim,
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s he often did with a holy boldness and spirit-
stirring unction, his tone and manner were
quite the reverse of the self-conceited spirit
which says, ¢ Stand by, for I am holier than
shoun.” ¢ Not I, but the grace of God which
{s in me,” was written in every feature of his
countenance, and in every sentiment that fell
from his lips. He was 50 modegt and unasg-
suming that at times it was with great diffi-

;- culty he could be made to assume even his
' proper place. He had evidently learned the

rare lesson of esteoming others better than

himeelf. At public meetings, even among
-the people who significantly called hin Sather

__when the eyes of ministers and members
were looking towards him with deep intereat,
and when every ear was attent, he was pre-
vailed upon to speak only by urgent pressing:
Though he endured hardnessas good soldier
of Jesus Christ, yet he never made the least
attempt to assume the command of even the
smallest company of his fellow-warriors. His
influence, his labours, his prayers, and his
successes, were all laid meekly at his Saviour’s
feet, with the uxnfeigned declaration, “not
wnto me, O Lord, bat to thy name be all the
glory It has been unwisely surmised that
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he departed somewhat from his former hu-
mility; because latterly he discountenanced
and reproved the terms of gross familiarity
with which some persons saluted him. . But
this resulted solely from his kind coneern for_
the families and children of his friends. .He"
had observed that the habitual use of vulgar
abbreviations, and a sort of nick-names, when
speaking of Christian ministers and public
men before children. and servants, naturally
-tended to sink the persons spoken of in the
estimation of the youthful hearers, and by
weakening their proper reverence for such
persons, to destroy the influence for good which
- might otherwise have been exerted. It isno
uncommon reproach that the children of pro-
fessors grow up to contemn the religious in-
structors of their parents, and to forsake their
communion in adult life. There can be little
doubt that mueh of this grievance springs
from the thoughtless practice referred to. If
ministers be despised, their ministry also will -
be scorned, Mr. P. himself ever spoke with
becoming reverence of his ministers and breth-
ren; and feeling that he himself stood in a
peculiar relation, particularly to his spiritnal
children and their offspring in Wallacestone,
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he desired for their sakes only, and not for his
éwn aggrandizement, to correct so degrading
and dangerous a habit in his own case, and it
is 1o be hoped that his efforts will yet be proved
to be not in vain. - o

But the most striking circumstance n i3
Christian character was his power in prager.
] have seldom met with a man,” says the
Rev. T. Williams, “that had ‘such aceess to
the throne of grace. ~ He wrestled with God.
I have frequently witnessed the power of God
“brought to bear upon a congregation while he

“was pleading in behalf of sinners. He seem-

¢d to me to live in the spirit of devotion.
e was the best exemplification T ever met
with of that important passage, 1 Thess. ¥,

" 17, “Praywithout ceasing.”” The Rev.John

Simon says, “* 1 never saw a man that excelled

_him i a prayer-moeting.” And his lash

friend and minister, the Rev. G. A. Page
remarks, “All who have been eminent for
grace and usefulness have maintained a close
walk with God. The zeal which can blaze
only before the public eye is not of God’s
kindling ; and the man that is powerful only
when speaking to and with his fellow-men;
but who is shorn of his strength the moment




174 _* {MEMOIR OTF

he presents addresses to his. Maker, exhibits

symptoms which cannot fail to-awaken sus

picions in the minds of reflecting Christians,

But no such doubtfulness rested on our de-
- parted Brother. He was eminently 2’ ma;

of prayer. His ordinary addresses were

agonizing. Inspired with a large measure of
the faith which gives substanee to the things’
hoped for, he.at times appeared to be pulling
down blessings from the skies ; and while hi

powerfol voice wag pouring forth a torrent

of supplication from his. overflowing soul,
showers of blessings fell on all .around. The,-
vehemence of his pleading has even become . -

‘distressing to the cool observer. His very
life was imperilled by the agonizing fervour’

" of his spirit. Perhaps on sorite occasions he -

was betrayed by the earnestness of his warm
bearted fellow-worshippers into something
like excess in mauner, but never were hig’
© prayers mere sound; His was not vocifera-
tion for the sake of noise, or to catch the
passing breath of applause; his whole soul was.
engaged, and there was an unction associated
with his supplications, which showed that he
had power with Glod and prevailed, . Devout.
‘worshippers felt it good to be there, and many-
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a stout-hearted sinner fell before the power
of ‘the Spirit which was given in answer to
his believing intercessions. Others who have
been determined not to yield, have been re-
peatedly known to stop their ears, and rush
from the place where the ommpotence_ of
pi'a,yer was bringing down the overwhelming

- : . con
“power of saving grace. His public exerel

were well sustained by those of the closet.
Often have I heard him advert to the com-
munion which he there held with his Father,
and to the nearness of access and the abun-
dant blessings with which he was favoured.
‘Friends,” he would say, ‘if you would keep

your souls alive to God, you must visit your

closets. I get many blessings in public, but
rons half so sweet, none which so fll my s?ul
as those which I get when I'am alone with
ry Father” Such acknowledgements he
often made.” _ o

His character ag a preacher was distin-
.guished chiefly by earnestness, love, and zeal..
e believed it his duty to do good by every
means in his power, and he might also covet
-earnestly the best gifts, “and espe'cxally to
prophesy; bub he never rggarded hl_mself -1
having the endowments which are desirgble for-
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professional pulpit ministrations. His edu-
cational defects and bodily infirmity led

to remark, “I am not so sure about the pu
pit, but I know well that God calls me to

the prayer-mesting and the class.” - Yet al-

though he was wanting in literary and scien-
tifie a.ttamments, he had carefully studied the
book of God, and was, beside, very familiar
with the VVestmmster Confession and Cate-
chizsms, as well as with the standards of the
VVesleyan body, and wag therefore well -izi-
structed "in the simple Gospel, and was no
stranger to the intricacies of the human heart.

And as to moral qualifications he had a burn-

ing zeal for God, and & yearning love for
jpenshmo- 1mm01tal souls. He lived in the
enjoyment of present salvation himself, and
had a firm faith in the sufficiency of the word

’ and grace of - G‘rod to bring-all men to the

same blessedness. Hsg fondly said,

“If all the world my Saviour knew,
Then all the world would love him t00,”

He was in a manner “thrust out” into the
vineyard by these “impulses, and could sin-
cerely say, “The love of Christ constraineth
A -
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His preaching was just such ag might be
expected from such a man, actuated by such
motives,—simple and energetic. It was the
language of the heart more than of the head.
Yet, by this, it is not to be understood that

 his discourses were vague or unedifying.

Whatever subject he undertook, he treated

.with much strong sense, Omitting the

niceties which were merely cireumstantial or
critical, and what his hearers as little needed
a¢ himgelf, he Iaid hold on the great and im-
portant truths of his theme, and showed them
ounly, pointing out their bearings upon the

‘hearts and lives of his andience. His imagi-

nation was sufficiently vigorous to enable him
to bring to bear a masg. of illustration, which,
although it might be homely and guaint, was
always found to be suitable, and as refreshing
as it was original. The Rev. T. Williams
says, “ Ho was seldom at 2 loss for stirring
and: appropriate illustrations, by which he
conld make a gubject exceedingly interesting
and impressive; and considering that he had
not the advantage of education to control
and regulate his mind, it is surprising that
he so .seldom offended the taste of the most
delicate and refined of his hearers. Had he
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been favoured with a liberal education, he

would have been a very superior man.”  His

style was almost continual comparison and
figure, chiefly derived from the things and
occurances of ordinary life, and his applica-
tion of the.present truth to the consciences
of his auditors, was direct and incessant, Few
men more than he eould ensure an intense
and continued altention from the hearer:
For .the purpose of securing this, he would

often speak as it were in riddles, and main- .

tain, of set purpose, an 'ingenious obscurity:
for a considerable length of time; and when
he saw that he had provoked an impatient
desire for explanation, and that his audience
was consequently in a state to receive a deep
impression of the truth he desired to convey,
he would clear all upin a few words. Preach-
ing some years ago in a country place, he
‘said, *As I hope you are all my friends here,

I will relieve my mind by telling you.about .

my late tronbles. I try to live in peace with.
all mien, but it is in vain, T have a bitter
enemy in Wallacestone, who is continually
annoying and vexing me; sometimes saying

“all manner of evil things about me; some-
times scandaleusly flattering me to my face..
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Yet all the while I khow him to be hollows

hearted, and my worst foe. He follows me

up and down every where, spoiling - my
prayets, my visits, and often sets on me o0
my way home from the preaching, saying
all sorts of shameful and distressing things.
He has sometimes made even my life a bur-
den, and I ean’t by any means be rid of hir,
I removed to the Redding, but he followed
me there, and by his base and wicked perse-

- pations he has so grieved me that I have shed

thousands of tears on his account, and prayed
about him hundreds of times. I am often
afraid lest he should at last succeed in ruin-
ing my character in the church, and perhaps
sending my soul to hell. At times, I scem
as if Teould have patience with him no longer.
1 am sure I would do him no harm, and I

‘Heartily wish him well. He has sometimes

promised to be my friend, but he is not to ‘r{e
trasted. He insulted me on my way to this
place, and would accompany me even into the
chapel. Yes, did you not observe, he even
came up the stairs, and, in fact, he is nOW
here in the pulpit. You wondeér who heis?
You are indignant at his impudence. "Wt’all, 1
will expose him. His nage isSandy Patrick.”
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e then proceeded to show that the carpal
nature is every man’s worst foe, and in.

strain of similar observation, pointed out the.

necessity of conversion, and of Diirine grage
to protect and save the soul.

He loved chiefly to dwell on the O'reat
doctrines of the cross, the necessity of the
new birth, the nature and simplicity of fai
and the doctrme of Christian holiness; and,
discoursing on these subJects ke would real}.y
Tabour to win souls. His bodily powers were

put into requisition, as well as those of his .
His voice, naturally very

mind and heart.
strong, was unintentionally raised to its
h1ghest Pitch, his muscles were 21l in motlon
the blood mounted to his face, and hefore he
had been long in the exercise, he, wonld be
bathed in a o‘enera.l _perspiration. On .more
‘than one oceasion he has been obliged to les-
sen his clothing, or digeontinue h1s discourse,
His whole appearance when preaching, was
that of a man in earmest. He was not a
Tere detaller of sentences, but a messenger of
God, warning and persuading sinmers. -Ho
'spoLe for more than life—he spoke for souls,
The fact that he was-delivering a SErmon was
forgotten in his- eagerness for suceess in his

- in the bos
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endeavours to convert souls. .He toiled for

effect—instant effect. The subjects dn which

he insisted did.not reguire. elaborate demon-
stration, but they needed to-be pressed. He
therefore laboured to persuade; he besought,
entreated, -urged his hearers to be reconciled
to God ; and nothmcr less than a.present, ac-
tual-surrender. ont the part of thesinner.could
gatisfy his vehement earnestness. The con-

gequence, under the divine blessing, was

 pumerous Cconversions. ‘Lhere was an une-
tion and a power attending his word :that is
sought in vain amonpg-many more: -recondite
-.a,nd polished dtscournes. His statements

were -so -undeniable, that the . consciences-of
his -hearers -were .constrained to adioit.their

~ truth.and importance, and the earnest lan-

guage in which' they were conveyed, coming
‘dnectly fromthe deep. hea,rt founda. response
.of the .most unfeelm;r, and at
the .game time .threw a fa,scmatmn over his
ministrations which it was.very diffientt-com-
pletely to withstand. These who had heard
them .once, ;(although perhaps offended. at
his vehemence and faithfulness;) desired to
hear him again, and confessed that if he was

not a veritable orator, “lis words Ilmd sin-
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:rula,r power and strangely groped about. tl
conscience and heart.” :

As a _Bezf_wcclzsz‘, we caunot but remarle i@
strength of his fope, for he allowed himself

to despond concerning no locality, however

debased, nor would he despair of any poor

sinner, however abandoned. His motto was;
*“God can of these stones raise up children
to Abraham.” - And his zea/led him to nnders
take any enterprise which he believed was
pointed out to him by Providence. No con-
siderations of convenience, or homour, or
cmolument, seem to have guided him. Mere-
Iy the satisfaction of serving his great Mas-
ter, and cralnmw human souls to his cauge,
appeared h1s c]:uef inducement. He shrfmk
from no task, and seemed never io be weary
in his beloved work. Winter and summer,:
day and night, were alike to him seasons for
exertion and usefulness. In his various la-’
bours le proved himself to be no Bigot. He
laboured not for party, but for Christ. The
members of other sections of the church than
liis own shared his solicitude and prayers,
ind many, very many, of his spiritual chil-
drem are to be found whose connection with-
the religious body in which they were trained-
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from infancy, he*never attempted to loosen.
It was enough for him to know that they
walked in wha.t is emphatically Tar TRUTH:
that is to say, in union with the Lord Jesus
Christ by cordial faith.

As to the method he employed in his
greatest and most guceessful undertakings, it
may be ohserved that, unlike others who hav
Iaboured with similar design, ke usnally be-
gam with separate individuals. Having
eom«mended his object and &ffort to God’
blessing in private prayer, he was next found
by the “fireside of the party for whom he was
solicitous.

Here he would dwell on the evil of sin
and the need of a Saviour. He would speak
of the ability and willingness of Christ to
-save, and confidently assert that a knowledge
“of .pardon was attainable in this 1ife; and
‘having described at large his own experience

in this matter, he would unthesitatingly ex-
press his belief that a similar blea:,mrr might
be enjoyed by any man who would ‘use the
game means, By persua-lon and example,’
he would lead the sinner to plead at the foot
of the ecross, and thus, often in the quiet of
ile solitary cottage, its inwate has been won




MEMOLE OF

to ﬂfe exercise -of saving faith. On some
occasions his instruction and exhoriation were
obstm'ately repelled, and he has been obliged
to wait weeks, and even months beforeb‘he
could gain access lo the unv.(fiilincr ,soﬁl'-
but he followed up his e11.dea-vouf: with ';.
;pe;'severance -which would net be refused
When he saw that a sincere desire for .1'.3-.-
sent s_a,lva,tion'was at length felt by a seekPit.i.
sc_ml, it was his constant practice to i-nstflrc%
hxm.‘, carefully in the way of approé.ch. to-the
Szmour.__ He directed the penitent to fix the
eye of his mind on Christ as verily erucified
fo't' h1.m, and at the same time to di‘aﬁv near
by faith, and surrender himself to his Lord
in an ia;ct of 'personal trust, receiving and
walcqmmg Jesus into his heart as a.prese;tra,nd
sgﬂicmnt'Saviour;- This:act of the heart ig
_: the essence -of prayer, and is fonnd to be
generally put forth in the midst of a direct
.address to the Lord. He therefore urwed
prayer—prayer continued until the.soul ﬁa.d
actually closed in with the plan-of the Gospel
-and had-consciously received the tokenp.o;'
pers_onal acceptance from God. He w‘als
anxious that the seeker should not stop short
of that assurance of present pardon wlliich is
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givenby the directtestimony of theHoly Spirit,
£or he was convinced that this is the privilege
of all who seek it earnestly in faith, and he
regarded the future happiness and usefulness
of the convert as depending greatly on his
clear enjoyment of this blessing. When a
goul had found peace with God, or when
several were really seeking it, he would call
a public meeting, and the work was often by
this means spread among others. But his
meetings were not sammoned in the first in-
stance simply for the purpose of kindling an
excitement, but because it was already glow-
ing, and seeking an opportunity for expres-
sich. There can be no doubt that in these
more public efforts, there iz often brought

© into. operation influences of a questionable

character; mere animal sympathy, or motives
of worldly interest, may find 2 place there.
. But what wisdom or piety will effectually pre-
vent the intrusion of improper impulses into
the worship of God? On various occasions
“Mr. P. has been applied to by persous who
had Dot a sincere desire: for the real Gospel

. salvation, which implies a deliverance from

~the power of sin, a8 well ag from its guilt.

. They ‘were either deceiving themselves, or

e e s
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at'psmpting to deceive others. But -W-ithc}:" :
supposing that our friend had the miraculous

gift of di ing spiri
g 1800 it 1
gt of & erning spirits, it must be said that
1 a singular sagacity in detecting such
in' thers, and was prompt and firm in reprovf
o -
o them, Sometime i iom,
s by a single question,

or a fev it
few words of admonition, he has been

::;ile:; :Ee‘xpectedl‘y, to lay open their real
state 10 elr own view, and that of others,
Then ; would give a word of faithful anid
o advice, and instantly ture fo cases of
Wofe hopefulness and truth, His custom
; a5 to follow the new convert to the quiet of
his own home, that he might rejoice with him
in the domestic circle, and strive to turn th["n
‘ waters of life down all the chanmels of ‘;he'
family, for he longed to make the house 'e‘
chu_rch, and to see all the members of tha:
household “children of God, and enjoying the'
conls.olations of pers_dnal religion, yH?an 6‘
w\_rhlle'he'wa.s revered in his ‘pu:lpalic cha.ra.ctzi-’
by his private and minute labours which
were c?owned.with great success, he’becam .
;hz splritga,l father of many ent’ire f'amilie::l
nd an objeet ¢o ' .
end an ‘a']ﬁ' ectibn?sequently of very tender

It will be seen by these statements, tha,t;

~

»

ALEXAKDER P ATRICK.

* although his labours as a whole were extended

over & large surface, his peculiar mode of
operation required a considerable length of
time to be spent in one Jocality. His-influ-
ence was not that of a brilliant meteor which
fiashed vividly for a moment and then passed
away, but a modest, steady, continued fame.
He sought not eonvietion merely, but conver-

"sion. He wished not to gather a crowded

congregation, and for a time to please CT as-

" tonish them, but to reform the locality, and

build up 2 permanent church of God. He
iherefore took up his abode at the places
where he was called to labour, and toiled day
and night, almost withont intermission, until
he saw the cause of God established and sys-
t_ematized, and then he sought out other fields
of labour in the regions beyond. In these
enterprises he spent his unostentations and
useful life, until it pleased the great Master
of the vineyard to summon him away to his
heavenly reward. - -

~ In his relation as & Spiritual Father, he
exhibited a Jarge amonnt of almost fond affec-
tion. Those petsons who had been brought
o God by his own instrumentality, were-to
“him objects of special interest. He seemed
_to bear them on his heart. When convers-
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ing with them in the friendly visits which he
often paid them at their houses, he was fre-
quently the subject of strong and tender emo-

' 'el?n.. Th‘f ben evo’Ienqe of his countenance, the -
winningkindnessof hisexpressions, the caution

with which he commended, and the anxious
gentleness with which he reproved, all seemed

to say, “And this I wisk; even your perfec- -

tmn,”. ‘ for what is my hope, or joy, or erown’
of rejoicing? Are not ye evex in the pre-
sence of our Lord Fesns Gkiristat his coming #’
‘When any of his dear children, as he caﬁe.'d
t!i-em,.a&verted* to the time of their conver-
 sion, and referred to him as their father in
Chirist; his sonl seemed to melt, and he would
.utter ‘such expressions as- as “ Glory be to
God ! all praise be to the Lamb " ete., with
- most tremulous émotion. And many’ were
the testimonies privately and publicly borne,
especially in Wallacestone, to the success with
which it had ‘pleased God to crown his labours
.In his closet exercises, he bore them up speci:

‘ally in"his prayers; and if any of them had -

fallen into indiseretions, or tuined his back
- om: the good way, he would mourn and wee
over that casé with much of the spirit of thI;
P_bjalmist, “0, Absalom! my son," gy sent ™
His desire that they should follow on to"kng;w

-
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the Lord in the fulness of his present salva-
tion, and that they should adorn the doctrine
of the Lord and Saviour in all things, was
intense, and oceasioned him much laborious
and jealous anxiety. I have no greater joy
than to Fnow that my children walk in trath,

‘In short, whether he wept or rejoiced, his

whole heart was with them. And, on the
other hand, their love towards him was almost
ag remarkable. They welcomed him as an
angel of God and their best earthly friend,
and esteemed his blessing on their heads, and
his prayers on their behalf, as riches with
which gold and silver cannot be compared.
His name with them is more fragrant than
a garden of spices, and his memory will never
pass away but with the hearts in which it is
enshrined.

'A review of the foregoing marrative will

~ teach us that an humble Christian who desires

to serve. his generation needs not despond
because he has not the qualifications which
are chiefly valued by the world, The want
of literary.endowments is not an insuperable
obstacle in the way of yeligious usefulness.

I2
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If & man has attained an experimental ae-

quaintance with the saving grace of God, so
as 10 be able to point his dying fellow-sin-
ners to the cross, he may become a bene-
factor to a large and blessed extent. The
possession of striking talents, natural and

azequired, may be helpful, but they are not -
absolutely necessary. Zeal for the homour’

of God, and an earnest desire for the salva-
tion of souls, when guided by real piety and

sound discretion, without adventitious.aceom- c

pliskments, may find a saitable field for ho-
nourable. and beneficial operation in almost
every direction. Prophets, apostles, and re-
‘vivalists, have often had no recommendations
of worldly education. Away then with that
apology for total inactivity, so common in
the mouths of the cowardly and the idle,
4Tt is not for such 23 I to hope to do much.”
In the order of Divine Providence, no man
liveth for himself alome, but every one for
his fellow-creatures. There is a department
of exertion for each labourer, and the Lord
of tle vineyard will, doubiless, one day in-
quire how the task has been performed. And
what shame will then be the portion of the
faithless one who has not even attempted to
‘do in this respect his Master’s willt I My,
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Patrick, the orphan, the aneducated, the blind,.
by faithfully using the grace and talents en- -
trusted to him, has succeeded in enlarging
the boundary of Christ’s kingdom on the
earth; by causing the thanksgiving of many
converted souls to abound on his aceount; if
with so many disadvantages, he, by the bless-
ing of God, affected so great achievements,
who should despond? Who can be excused
for a life of inaetivity and uselessmess?
Where much is given, much will be requir-

‘ed; but we should remember, that although

the same number of talents may fiot be dealt

- out to all, yet a talent is given to every one
‘of the Lord’s servants, and that each must

give an account of himself to God.

We ave also led to observe the vast import-
ance; in order to suceess, of having a definite
object of pursuit, and of assiduously keeping

‘up a steady and persevering intention to suc-
ceed. Mr. Patrick, from the veryeoutset of

his Christian life, determined to exert him-

‘self t6 persuade sinners to turn fo the Lord.

He chose this as the object of his life. It
wasg not left to casual impulse, or occasional
opportunity, but' it was the business of the
‘day. Amid other occupations—and they
were sometimes both numerous and compli
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cated—nhe kept a ste_aciy eye on this design

as the one thing most important and the
dearest to his thoughts. Hence his influence
on society was uniform, both in.its character
and power, and its operation was uninter-
mitted. Al he did was a sermon, and his
life genérally an exhortation to serve God:
The consequence was that he experienced in
himself 2 continual increase of capability for
good, and as to others, his actual success was
ultimately both extensive and undeniable.
If sincere Christians are led to contrast them-
selves with this pieture, and to complain of
the inefficiency of their efforts, would they in-
quire into the cause, they would probably be
able to trace much of it to the fact that those.

efforts are often vague and aimless, desultory

- and unsustained. Whoever would emulate
him, must wisely and prayerfully select a de-
partment of godly labour, and dedicate them-
gelves in body and sou} toits duties, instantly,

in season and out-of season, pursuing  their.

Christian object. with an undeviating perse-

verance, whatever the circumstances around

them may be, reckoning other things compa-

ratively as chaff; nay, not accounting even.-
their ewn lives dear unto them, that they
may accomplish the work of God. This-
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course may iovolve some present sacrifice,
and the world may denounce it as enthusi-

' asm, but this road has been trodden by all the

truly eininent, and is the only high way to
the most extensive good. If this practical
devotedness be included in the great com-
mandmens, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
Grod with all thy heart, and goul, and mind,
and strength,” (Mark xii, 30,) then it is as’
‘much the course of duty as it is of pradence,
and the success which follows is guaranteed
both by the laws of nature, and the promised
blessing of Almighty God.

And of all beneficial pursuits to. which it
is possible to apply ourselves in thiz present

* state the most important and noble, next to

the attaining of the full salvation of the Gos-
pel. ourselves is, that of winning the souls off
our fellow-men. The highest views of the-
legislator, the ‘philosﬂopher,. the poset, the man
of mere worldly charity are bounded by the_
narrow limits of time; but if thers be any
truth in the doetrine that sinfal man is im-
mortal, and that the value of ome soul out-
~weighs a world, then he that succ?ss_fullpr;
applies bimself to the task of leading h}s‘_
perishing  companions to & pardoning S?rod,_ is
an agent for eternity. He is the wisest of
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Philosophers, the best of philanthropists, and
lays up honours of the miost transcendent
kind in futurity.  And this glory may have
all the saints, Al may not indeed be pub-

le characters, or operate in general society

on a large seale, but every Christian has 3

Providential sphere, within which are moving -

various iremortals who need his aid in this
Very respeet, and are ‘actually under his in-
fluence. What hopes may he not then en-
tertain?  Can ke doubt what should be his
daily desire and attempt? Let him know
that he which converteth g sinner from the
error of his way, shall save a soul from death,
and shall hide a multitude of sins, Our de-
Parted friend has left us an example of wis-
dom and greatness in his choics of the noblest
of objects as the end of all his labour, and

also of faithfulness and berseverance in the -

pursuit of it; and we believe that the great.
Master, who never failed to ~eheer him both
in life and death, will give us to see at the
last day the verification of the promise in his
Servant’s case, that “ they who furn many 1o
righteousness shall shing as the stars for ever
and ever.”

THE END.

SERMON.

 Help, Loxd, for the godly man ceaseth ; for the f’fthfuﬁ
fail from among the children of men.”—Psalm xii, 1.

I au persuaded, myfriends, that a conside;-a,}tﬂe
number of this present _asseu;blyi fﬁ(l’lgrigi :xs-_
into the sentiments of this text. La o ad.
1?::41-; at this moment under a similar ber]eia%vei
ment with that of the P.S&lnglst, Wéa m:yowzi % ‘gg
s he felt, and adopt his sad wor s a .
b %?Jifsepsalm was ]._I)Jroba.bly written ;]x}z};}ly :lz:z%r
f the house o 1meleeh,
the generalmaisa.creo__‘ oty comacand oF
narrated in 1 Sam. xxii; a fam yD posed of
lests, men devoted to God, and David’s p
'gg;?lti‘iﬁlds{ He had mauy reasous for lov;l
ing them, for their kindness and fidelity, ?nt
now when he Jearmed that they had just Iost
their lives, and for his sake too; it was na}th-
ral he should feel the ]‘;ee}r;esp _anngl';];;g&e_s thl:
t was widowed. In such eiren _
ii}a:l.d seems full of evil, growing werse and
worse, and it is easy to see that thers was
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almost as much of despondency as of hope
in his petition, “ Help, Loxd, for the godly

man_ceaseth; the faithful fail from among the

children of men.”

‘The occasion which brings us together this

evening, my brethren, naturally excites In us
similar thoughts. Our sympathies have been
broken up, our resources have been lessened,,
.and at least one of our best friends has been
taken away. Surely, surely we are saying in
the depths of our hearts, * Help, Lord!” In
thig distress of whom should we seek succour
but of thee, O Lord? Such an event specialiy
ealls on us to renew our applications to our
Father who is in heaven. Brethren, let as form-
such a resolution, and endeavour to strengthen
it during this exercise. .
I wish to submit three subjects to your con-
sideration. -

“'I. The rare and excellent character described
in the text, o
L The fact that persons of even such char-
-acters, not less than others, cease and fail from.
among men. ' 5
ITI. That the death of the godly man is to
survivors, a loud call and a strong motive to

’é1_1rn to the Lord.

I. We need not consider long before we ar-
rive'at the conclusion, that the character de-
seribed in the text iz a rare one. ¢ A godly
‘and a faithful man!™ I wish not to be nncharit-
able when I ask, where is he to be found? Let
ug turn to the right hand and te the left, and
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inquire who of the world’s population comes up
ﬁqt?::s character? Thoughéful men, moral n;eg%
and men who attend to the requirements o
formal religion, are to be foun’c;i almost every
where; but where is the ‘ godly man? the m]f._n
devoted to God in his beart, addioted to Lis
service in the full tenor of his life, and conm‘x‘:u}—
ously acting from the motive of piety? . _Ala-q:. 115;.
it not the fact that 4 man only suspected of such
devotedness, is, at the present day, thoughgt A
enthusiast, and by many regarded as a fool?
Small the number of such persons Taay ’t?ei
bat they are ¢ the excellent of the earth, m-91g
goms, the friends of men, the children of G;}l d.
A godly man is one who has risen above nls
natural state; he is really a supernatural mani,_
endued with and sustained by the grace ©
Heaven. Speaking with special refezjencﬁ t_o‘
thesetimesunder the Christian dispensation he 1{;
4 comverted man. e has been led to the Lam
of God, the Saviour of poor sinners in penitence
and prayer; he has spiritnally surrendered }nm-
self to Jesus, and cordially accepted Christ on
his own terms, entering by faith into a co_ve;}gng
with his God. 'This covenant bas been rasiie
o him. The Spirit itself beareth witness to his
.spirit that he is now a child of God. He r;—
joices as an adopted child, and calls Jehoval,
Father. ‘ i _
Abeiaiigi with gratitudé for pardening mercy.
and overflowing with the affection of gn_adoptg_d
son, he daily devotés himself to the ‘worship
and services of the Lord: His prayer g,nd vmg_.
are, * what is thy will, and Twill do it?’  Am
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he.vents, the-feelings of his heart

« 0, how, I'love the Lordl. C

for Him, who kas done so much fo

is not afraid of excess in kis plety; b

contrary dreads lukewarmness and :apath 282

sin. FHis grief is, that amid all his ardours,

does mnot love the Lord.more and gerve b

better. S L
Such a state of heart naturally if nof nece

sarily induces holiness' of difs. Theve. is -both

the imtention and.the attempt, evenly and co

sistently maintained, to conform all his outward

acts to the known will of God. . Yea, his-s

tive conscience brings all things under &

tiny, ..a‘cps,‘words, thoughts, motives, and. ever

the fancies of his imagination. . He is not

and will not allow himself to be. at rest, unl

he be satisfied that the thing he-does, is accept

able to God. I need not say, that the - grea

Lord with whom he it in covepant, keeps hi
engagement, and strengthens him with rmight:bs
his Spirit in the inzer ‘man, working:iﬁ Ty
mightily both to will and to do of his good plea
sure. Such 2 mat is.a saint in fact, as well a
An purpose, attaining to holiness by the oTace o
- Giod,-a supernatural man. =

The habitual. mofives of the godly, are

_ earthly and divine, as much eleva?,ed gﬁo:ﬁh}m
.- of the natyral man, ‘as their standard of mora
- transcends his. The abiding impulse of thel
“soulds love to God. Not the low - principle. o
. duty merely, but generous -grateful -devotio

Thgn‘:la‘ngua,ge‘isr © We are not.our own, we ar
the purchase of precions blood; infinite. mexc;
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pardoned, accepted; and comforted us, there-
“we will glorify God with our body and soul,.

which are Hie.” They are moved by a con-’

spiousness of their covenant estate, © I have
spoken to the Lord and canuof go back;”’ and
the hope of heaven for which Loliness is so0
necessary-is their daily inducemens to acts of
virtue and piety. Thus their main motives
take hold on the Eternal Que. He is their
Father, their Friend, their King, their desire,
their joy, and hence they are properly deno<

. ninated the ¢ godly.”

The words of the text point to the same cha-

" racter under two aspeets, the godly, and the

Faithful man. It-appears the Psalmist used the
former epithet with reference to the. priestly

_character of Abimelech, and the latter with re-

spect to his faithfol conduct towards David
himself. We may therefore understand faith-
falness to be that part of a godly man’s charaster
which regards his fellow-creatures. None but a

- godly man can in the full sense be a faithful -

man; for if & man be unjust to God lie has nei-

ther the motive nor the means to be really faith-

fal to others. i

~ The man who has devoted himself to God,

will for God's sake be faithful towards men.

He will see that no man liveth for himself alone;

but every one for nlterior purposes, and that the

Ruler of the universe has planted duties every

where. His inqairy will be, What are the rela--
tions in which 1 am placed to the world around

wie? What to my parents, wife, children, neigh~

bours, countrymen, and fellow: creatures gene:.’
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And.when _he' haé-discovéred them,-he
will strive to ithfal. @ S
-.. Giving every.one his due, not only in ma i

of mere heathew honesty and-civility, but also of -

henour, benevolence, and kindness.” He wi
gard himself :as in' some degree a debtor to
men, and bound te benefit to the utmost of: 1
power the souls, bodies, and circumstances of
the human family. ‘

.- His eye will be fized not on their imagina
but ‘their true interests. While therel%ife E
helps the poor, and soothes the sad, he will:
stract the ignorant, Teprove the sinner, and e
ploy all his influence .and means, to reclaim.or
restrain the abandoned. - .

His fidelity will not wait for-a summons or.a

welcome, he will' strive to de geod to the thank-
less and the unworthy, like his Divine Mastér,

obtriding his kindness and friendship even upon - 'l

those. who reject it. He is too faithful a friend
to allow his neighbour’s destruction, merely be~
cause he is ot Ivited to aid. - o

And his own persoral convenience or honour
will not influence . him to-all- this, but only-—his
fidelity to God and man; not connting his very

life deat to him, if he:can but compass the pur- -

~pose of his-being, and. glorify God.. -
- 1t is necessary to advertto the fact that per-
- sons of this character -are very often obscuw
- butithey-are to be foond. They may not
_cupy: prominent stations in society, or be v

. influential in the great movements of:the times,

yet they are in fact the benefactors of their race
salt.of the éarth. - We often. hear the
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j-71‘)g;trée,c:,r'y-:c—-ics and landations of philosopkers, and

ticians, and patriots of the world, but who
aises the godly? Yet certainly the true saint

is the wisest philosopher, and the truest philan-

thiropist, and however he may be overlooked
or forgotten, the world owes him the greatest

- obligation.

Often undervalued and despised of man, Le
is not forgotten of the Liord of glory. - The godly
and faithful man is respected in heavem. The
‘Fternal himself directs toward him his compla-

cent regards, -the Holy Spirittakes up his abode

in-his breast, angels are his ministering attend-
antsy the vast machinery.of divine providence ig
made to work for the fartherance of his inter-
«¢sts, and in the estimation of the blessed' he is
2 bright gem sparkling on .aworld uaworthy
.of him. And-sooner or later his survivers will
appreciate his character,  and weep over his
:grave, saying, “The faithful man hath failed
from among the children of men.” -

11, Lot us, secondly, reflect.on the mysterious
‘arrangement of providence, by which even the
Loliest of men cease-and fail from the earth. A
fact which Las often filled the followers of the
Lord Jesus with wonder and sadness, and ‘is
;producing the same effects in.our bosoms even

* at the present moment.

We are-tauglt that death isnot a mere -éasu— .
-alty, or an accident arising from human nature,

" for “*it is appointed unto men:once to die.” Heb.

iz, 27. .A law which affects all alike, the stromg
as well as the weak, the child of Godas well:as
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inls
in borror from:the very thonght of death, E¥
1he humanity of the'Son of God trembled at
view, and cried “Father, if it bepossible let
cup pass from me.” Many of his followers-ha

offered the same petition, but the law is inezor-

able, “and 5o death passed upomall men for
that all have sinned.”” OQur fathers and friends
have failed before it, and we must succumb in
our tura,’ - - :
All this i5 awful and deeply mysterious;
have often thought, if the Son of God hath ed
. dor me, if he hath procured for me in this world:
@ pardon and blessing, and in another glory, and:
‘honour, and felicity; why am I not saved from.
the infliction of “death also? Why am I not
. spared this pain, this degradation, this dreaded:
. penalty? We cannot answer thisquestion. - We:
ought not to ask it. It rests wpon principles:
which God hasnot revealed, and it accomplishes-

purposes which he Las. not described. Tha:

power of Ohrist is. cqnal to this deliverance, b
his will is not so inclined. The will of the Lo
is good; the will of the Lord be done. ’

Yes, the ransomed of the Lord must die; there-
és,-n()iexcept'i'on made in their favour; bus there -

the Lord is the ceath of his saints. They are
-motforsaken in the awful moment, human friend-

" . ship and aid cannot accompany the -departing

-$oul into the dark valley, Yet he-can say whe
“under the shadow of death, « I'fear no evil,
-thot,- 0 God, art with me, thy rod and thy. stadf

-ds.this consclation, that precious in the sight of .

‘SERMOF,

“ghiey comfort me.” Ps. xxili, 4. The faithfil

i is izse, « I will come agdin
awitness keeps bis promise, Em ¢ agal
a;ndereceive'pyou umto myself.”  And upheld by

“the strength which He imparts, the triumphant
‘goul can ==often ‘sheut, « 0 dea.ph, where 18 t];{y
‘sting? O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks

=

e to God he giveth me the victory through our

" Lotd Jesus Clrist.” ~ ° . .
‘ Lo{ghit then is death to a godly man? An e:iﬁemy
' .con':qu'ered, 2 short dark pa.th soon passed, :: 1;&1&-
* * sient trouble, an evil annihilated as scon af' aﬁ;{e-j .
" How beautifully it is described in the text! " He

éeaseth.” Let ug stand by his death-bed and

' is di i bzerve
- ‘mark the progress of his dissolution. Obses ©
' lr'ir;?lpallid fgce?his dimning eye, Lis fa;lug% vo;i_c‘;
. [ the pulse thickens, the gasping grows ;ae §1‘~1,‘ e
“heart Jahours more and inore helplessly. L b_a_.‘
“throb was its last. -That body is now Ong:_” .
" laxip of clay. The godly man hath ceas?f d
"He hath ceased to live the animal life, to ts_u er,
‘to be tempted, to be tried as a prol;e_u mpez.
"The toil is over, he is entqred upon his rést.
"He hatli ceaged to labour with men, to sympa-
‘thize with sorrow, to teach ignorance, warn

wickedness, to persuade the undecided, to bless

" and pray for the unbappy. < Herests from his

i im.” Lath’
bours, and his works follow him.” . .He‘ :
]cat'ag{;l;éf’b?lt he still 4s. He thinks, snd acts, and

‘enjoys, but in a new state. - A few moments

ago le was wrapt in that clay, now he is free,

2, - E p. Re_
: ight and liberty, full of the God and -
'i%lelrgix} lb'f]his soul, full of love and holiness, and

j ich extacies of heaven. L
a]l'ft};g ri]‘:i‘ehfu'l man faileth. No longer is his




nd plans, and -hopes, and &3

spectations, are cut off in the midst. - His fond.

‘purposes concerning his family, the chrreh, and

.the-world, are left-unfinished, and it ™may seem.

that not only has he himself become as not}
to the world, but -his work itself an abort
But is it so? No. His record is on high, am

his work is with his God. Not a word has lie .-

-spoken, not-a tear hashe.shed, not a sigh hgs
“he breathed, that isnot treasured up in heaven:
He bath not failed.asto the:purposes of his Ged,
i he Bath not benefited, he hath at least served
‘his generation; the sweot savour-of -Christ has
“been in his labours, both in zegard to them that
are saved,-and in them that .perish, and the
rplauditsofmercy shall not:beswithheld, -+ Well
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into
‘the joy of thy Lord.” Wkerein, then, does the
failing. of the faithful:man consist? :So far a5
‘hgmself is -concerned, it is o

. nly a fading from -
ay bloom in the .

‘the “field .of -earth; that. he -m ‘
paradise above; ‘but in reference to survi s
and. the world, his removal is a solemn of ‘
stance, is foll-of warning, apd ma PrOve.;

woe.. “This leads.us t6 consider, lastly,

TIY. That the
call, and a -stron
he Lord. . . :

serve: that, Godv-willpnotwexempt 1his

veloved ones from the infliction of death, with.

- out thinking hew heavy:must then be-his wrath.
upon an impenitent sinner; an

: death -of-the ,godly isia loud
g<motive, to -SULVivors to turn

d upon me, is -

o AR
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I persist in refusing to submit to Lis Gospel?

Tias hoe cat off my godly neighbour already, a,noi
d::oes he not thereby suggest that mydtms)'ewli?lnbe
far-distant? ihat onlya few more day L be
added to me, and that I also shalil?‘cease
£231 from among the children of men? e
Can we refliect that we hayve now ong ir
f?‘iea;d less, and mot foel that the1'edi§ m?jx('ae
“ovident reason personally to use atl di ng:;_m;
ithout delav, to make our callmg an §~ec 1
ghré-? flis admonitions and advices, his sym-

" pathies with us, .and his anxieties for our wel-

fare,” are for ever {fuspe;ndaegé p?al;'zrbig"etii: ;JE
hls 'emmpl'efhly'shxla?psu for our salvation are being -
ﬁ?&dg:;vn Poor soul, Jet ‘t}ﬁs be the occasion
ﬁ’?&éu thou' sayest, T will arise and go to my
“Tresvenly Father! e case. and it
17The visible means are less in thy case, a
ift;hcr)]&%:;sist in selfwill they will be lessened

' is still sent
i . PBut a message of merey 15 & ,
. {gzt;m ()‘:!;?To-day if thou wilt hear his voice, har

o near unte me

- ¥ heart.” ¢ Draw near unto me,

:de}ihni?lfe tlll,%rd, and I will draw Eear to _.you};

s eck my face, and ye shall live.” It may ie

that the godly man has been taken away to
alarm and save thy soul.

B When the faithful man leaves this world, the

regponsibility his"-friendsﬁ:ave ipcg::i ;E;rh?f

st strik He was a g
our muét strike us. ] :

Egd to us; his toil,and examplg,,_and jnfluerce, .

.were parts of a graclous and divive p

‘to bring us to ‘holiness ‘and %Lea'ven.a Elig ‘toars
weTe . ng - 2LeNel B

.and -cares were the gentle winoing 1’Lg :




2008 ' SERMO¥F.

‘which God sougﬁt t6 woo otr souls. ~ How h;
_wa profifed by them? Did we scorn them?.
.we take pains not to be affected by them?

weo regard his affectionate agency as troublesomig -

‘and disgusting? Well, he will trouble us 1o
more. He will weep and pray over us no mors:
‘he is gone where the weary are at rest. But be
-aggured the God who sent him, who accompanied

him in his toils, who listened. to his agonies of-

prayer, will call us io account for it all. The
Jaw of Eeavenis, ¢ He that despiseth you, dé-
-spiseth me.”” Not to improve by the company
'of the godly is to sink into more aggravated
condemnation. Surely this thought should rousze
us to concern, and to resolve that the time past
should suffice for carelessness and sin. :
+ . Eternity is nearer, and divine aid is appar-
-eutly more necessary.” With death staring us
-in the face, and the helpers of cur souls passing
away, what so reasonable and so suitable as to
‘turn to the Lord, and with contrition and ear-
nesiness seel his favour in his own appointed
way, resolving never to give over our application
until we have obtained his mercy, and by his
_grace arizen to the standard of the gedly and
faithful man ourselves. .
Brethren, death in any circumstance ministers
real cause of sorrow. Many a child or father, hus-
band or wife, brother or sister] friend and com-
- panion, in the angunish of bereavementonaccount
 of merenatural affection have sobbed cut, “ Help
Lord,” for my hope is cut off, my comfort is gone,
‘my love is widowed. But when the godly 1s re-
' moved, how much greater the desolation! Theex-

‘ . 0T
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lence ofthe departed adds bitterness to the be-
vement. The family, the church, the neigh-
urhood, soeiety itself may then-weep. The day
s grown darker, one star less twinkles in oux
motal hemisphers, and an angel of mercy _13
fied. Tears are proper, but, my fnends,_let us ad
prayers. The Lord remaineth; He is able to
help. He hath taken the husband end the fa-
ther, He will e both himself. He has removed
Moses, bub can commission  Joshua. He hath
con the cistern, but is himself the never-
failing fountain. Let us, therefore, rejoice for
the, departed, and hepe for ourgelves, while we
adopt the Psalmist’s prayer, © Helyp, Lgrd,\fo:.
the godly man _ceaseth, the faithful fail from
among. the children of men.” .

S Wratever may lLave been the failings and
infirmities of -our departed Brother Patrick,
there can be but one opinion of his general
character. All that knew him will acknowledge
ihat he was a godly and faithful man. His
conversion by the grace of God was clear and

_ undeniable; and his consistent moral and religi-

ous deportment, for twenty-seven years adomeg
the Gospel he professed. You have observe
how blamelessly Le lived among you, and often
amid very trying circumstances. You _13.ave
seen his temperance and humility, his spiritu-
ality and piety, affording bright example f_:o
all; and you remember how freq‘uentg.hg as-
eribed all the praise to Christ, saying, ’I’t is by
the grace of God alone I am what Lam.” .
. Many row present were witnesses of his zeal
for the honour of God and of hisburning charity”




208 SERMON.

for the sculs of his fellow-men. How unfi
were His labours of love, how faithfill and g,
tionate his counsels, how agonizing his prayers,:
and how great and constant his anxiety to-ex
tend and perpetiate the Kingdom of Clirist
His children i the Grospel are very numerous,
-and are scattered over a large surface of con
try.. Some have already escaped to rest in
heaven, but many more still survive, who, w
Erust, will be his crown of rejoicing at the la
ay. ‘
-As his life had been marked with activity in
" the service of God, so when the last messeng
brought the summons of death, he was found
busily employed in his Master’s work. Th
Sabbath immediately preceding his deceass, he
had led Lis elass with much affectionate feeling;
and declared that althongh no disease seemed.
to be upon him, he nevertheless was impressed.
- with the thought that his end was at hand, but.
confidently intimated that he was ready. -On-
the Wednesday following he spent a portion of
the day in visiting and praying with the sick
without any extraordinary symptoms of disease,
and in the evening made his way to the houge
of o friend. Here, while busily engagéd in in-
diting a letter on the affairs of the Church, the
‘attack which soon terminated his life began,
.- ’Tis supposed his disorder was the apoplexy.
His head suddenly fell, his utterance failed, and
his alarmed friends upheld him from falling.
They conveved him into another room, and-
while removing him, he had power fo say,
# Why, this is. death.”” Medical aid was sent:

SERMON.

for, but all attempts to help him were vain. He
wagenabled to use his reason a while, and among

- his ‘last words to say.in the trinmph of fait];,
. «@)-death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is

thy victory?” then after pausing a while he ex-
claimed, 1 have gotten the victory thromgh
Jesus Christ my Lord.”” He soon after fell
into a lethargy from which he awoke no jpaore,
and the next morning at half-past seven o'clock,
Yils happy spirit took its flight to a better world.
May we die the death of the righteous, and our
last end be like his. His labours on earth are
ended; and while those for whom he toiled in
vain may yet understand their loss and turn
to God, it becomes those who have derived
the blessings of religion through his instrumen.- -
tality to double their diligence in the work of
the Lord, endeavouring t¢ supply his lack of
sérvice to the Church and the world, and per-
severingly-follow him, #ill, by the blessing of the
great Master, they are permitted to rejoin Lim

in the world of light. .




T¢ THE MEMORY
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ALEXANDER PATRICK,

BY WILLIAM STEWART.

Smarn werriors famous for their lust of might

Tsurp all praise, and elaim a deathless meed 2
Shall poets sing, and sage historians write

- The hero's sbory, and the patriot's deed?

Nay; in immortal arehives, side by side

With seers who flourished in the days of old,
Lét the disciple of the Lord abide,

And be ks merits and s name enrolled.

Gone to the vision-Tand of dreary shade—
Of sweeb obliviousness, and welcome peacs,
‘Where, Yike thé withering grass, all flesh must fade,
" And, where the * wicked from their troubling cease P
Puarriox is gone, whose cherished name and love
The tribes of Sion in their hearts enshrine:
Gione to receive a regal erown above,
Where prophets, priests, and kings illustrious shire.

No rank or state encireled him below,
With all the vanities of pride or name:
No tides or seas of blood he caunsed to dow,
To court their praie, who sound the victors” fame;




Nor did he higher than his éompeers rize .

* . In themes of deep philosaphy. or art: -

‘He knew but little, yet was traly wise;
Dn'n?ely tutored in the human heart.

No love or logie, such as ¢lassics teach
.Adarned Lis intelleet, or ruled his to'nvrue-
.T:hi E:leat‘ au;.]—]iqty ?ras how to reach, o
; win, through gentlen ' ¢
His soul, ewbued with godi; ??):;'];u;.'}rl.cflje:fd R
With yearning pity for a'fallen race ’
Daily renewed its sanctified appeal ’
- For captive sinnera at the throne of grace.

. M%k him in prayer! attend the sacred hour
L hat hides bim in the closet’s secret calm;
ist {o the filial tone, yet princely power,

" Which pleads the merits of the slanghtered Lamb:-

Hark how his voice, and waxing faith ascend, ©
. And grasp the covenant promises anew! '
1’11'1' ppceless blessings from above descend,

T'o honour faith; and prove that God is true,

Like Jacob; oft Tre wrestled long in prayer
In self-abaserent and devotion bowed; '
And, Jo! as oft the gate of heaven was there,
. Jehovah's presence, and the house of God.
No? tinkling sounds, to mock the Spirit-sire,

Profaned the temple of Peniel's grace, ’
Nor smoked it altars with tnhallowed fire,
-Where Tsracl saw his Maker face to face.

A-passing pilgrim o’er the waste of time,

_ He fainted not by reason of the road,

But sought 2.city in a fairer clime,

- As sure-and "biding as the builder, God!

Midst civeling darkuess, ids career was bright;
And with the righteous he held on his wgy- ,

His pnt]} was ever as the shining light, '

That wanes fiot $ill it'reach weridian day. -

?

1 See page4l.
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With faith onwavering, he endured the cross,
And meekly suffered with his Lord below;
Wealth, fame, and honour, he esteemed as dross,
Resolved Christ erucified alone to lmow. :
With patient hope he rose from strength to strength,
" nmoved, nnhindered, by surrounding strife:
On, on he urged, uawearied, #ill at length
He passed the portals of Eternal Lifel

With solemn suddenness his summons eame,
But found him ready for life’s latest Kknell;
And Vicromx! Vicrorr!d was his loud aeelaim,

Fhe note of triumph when the conguerer fell.
The palm of triumph over death obtained,
No more an exile o’er the earth to roam,
The ransomed of the Lord has glory gained,
Perennial gladness, and perpetual home.

LINES ON THE DEATH

ALEXANDER PATRICK.

BY WILLIAM STEWART.

Lovep Parsick has gone, to iuherit a threne
o the palace of Light, in the kingdera of Life;
His conflicts ave o’er, he siruggles no more

With militant fears,

With trials and tears; .
He has fought the good fight, through ocontention and strife,
And victor in death, through omnipotent faith,
TheCross has laid Gown, and new weareth the Crown;

‘ " Nor suffering, nor sighing, '

Nor §0TEOW, nOY CLYIng,
His blisg can extinguish or sever;

For gladness and joy,

‘Without grief or alloy,
Are his portion for ever and ever.

1 Gee page 15T
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But a stranger while kere, he si:'ourne i
Surang : d in
imci1 with saints oft confessed thére is here jzazﬁbde-
~And 2 city hé spught, whose foundations, unwrouzht
. . By mutable hands, ’ e
Hen ‘Ete_rnally stands; '
€ has entered the rest of the people of God
J’Y}Vl}:}) sings the new song with the t?iumplmnt, throng,
se warnings are past, who have cop as
And evermore soaring,
Their Jesus' :tﬂorinrr,o' -
They ceaselessly laud as the donor
?f grictorj”s palm,
L And aseribe to the Lam
Might, Blz_assmg, Dominion, and Ililonour.

ON THE DEATH

oF

ALEXANDER PATRIGE.

B’
JAMES HENDERSON,

Author of * (limpses of the Beautiful,” ete.

.-T=E reaper, Peat_h, stalks solemnly abroad
s FZ‘L‘io gather in the living fruits of earth; i
- nW tears.are falling on the church yard, sod;
m he_,re evermore is stilled the voice of nlﬁrgh
! :‘[e‘ Ifar.thquz}ke rends the rock, and Rain’s ha;id
Ay ;.proud;st pomp of human things o’erturns
Wﬂlen urhorn w}:e:_‘e now the nations stand ’
cease to gaze tipon our motldering urns.

*. We pass away—alas! we pass AWAY,
. hll % »

As summer blossoms droop &t even’s close;

B

quered at last, .

And all is drearnless slumber il the day

That wakes the sleeper from his long repose.
And thenw~what then? when vast eternity

Lists the Jast sob of Time’s expiring breath; .
When aneient chaos broods o’er land and sea,

Shall ours be endless life, or Lving death?

Quy feeble Jamps, vntrimmed, too dimly burn,
And thickening shadows gather round our path,

"Whose spectre shapes afar from virtne turn, .
and lead us downward in the way of wrath.

But He who stills the thunder, bath a love,
Whose depths divine the angels may Dot sean;

And saered mercy whispers from above

. Tts messages of peace to erring man!

And roy wert God’s own messenger! and one
‘Whose prayerful zeal no heedless glumber knew;
And but to hear the saered words, «Well done!”
A1l vain allurements flected frora thy view.
Sublime ambition! no, the kings of earth
May never emulate a nobler aim.:
Compared with this, how poor the pride of birth,
The Lere’s laurels, and the cotiqueror’s fame!

THow earnest weve thy words that ever sought
Trom error’s ways the wanderer's heart to win!
How solemn thy beseechings that have brought
The soul to spurn the iron yoke of sin!
And well it was sol  What are human things
But passing vapours that decelve the sense?
While vich reward a heavenly longing brings,
Mo crown the spirit when it journeys hence.

Unzeeded were the arts that sehools bestoy;
Thy soul’s persusdive eloguence to speak, -
For natare’s impulse with impassioned glow,
Gave words that left the fancy nonght to seek.
No-meastred exdence with thy warnings fell,
Save what the thunder utters when it dies;
While words thaé came of promised joys to tell
Were a3 the winds that breathe to smmmer slkies!
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But thon art gone! The shrine i3 broken now
Whete love divine a sacred temple built,
‘While o’er the wreck must we submissive bow,
And say, “O Father, even as thon wiltl”

Dust unto dust; but trampling on decay,
- The everlasting King will Yet return,
And breathe immortal hein 2 on our elay,
#nd build again « the ashes of the urn "

For'love has conquered Death! and Death shall die,
And all'its trophies be again restored,
And bappy they who, with a purpose high,
Have warred with sin n battles of the Lord.
Then rest ih peace, disciple of the Clrogs!
'Unknowing ahd unknewn to human pain;
For though we weap, wa Joy that this our loss
For evermore is thy eternal gain,-

—_——
William Colins & Co,, Prin ters, Glasgow,




