
Captain & Honorary 
Major

William Gillespie
(1842 – 1909)

12th Stirlingshire Rifle Volunteer Corps

“I” Company
1st Stirlingshire Rifle Volunteers

Author: Douglas Edwards



Contents

1. Personal Details

2. Volunteer Decoration

3. Military Appointments 

I. 12th Stirling (Carron) Rifle Volunteer Corps

II. 1st Stirlingshire Rifle Volunteer Corps

4. Private Life

5. Professional Life

6. Sources



Born: 26th April 1841, Larbert, Stirlingshire

Baptised: n/k

Married: 27th December 1870, Falkirk

Educated: n/k

Died: 7th April 1909, Linlithgow

Buried: Larbert Parish Churchyard

Probate: 21st August 1909, £2270

1. Personal Details :



2. Volunteer Decoration

Captain & Honorary Major
William Gillespie

Awarded Volunteer Decoration: 22nd November 1892 (London & Edinburgh Gazette)



3. Military Appointments Overview
 1862: joined 12th Stirlingshire Rifle Volunteer Corps (“12th SRVC”) as a Private

 June 1863: won 2nd prize in rifle competition, Carron Range, as Private

 6th Feb. 1865: appointed Ensign, 12th SRVC

 2nd May 1867: promoted Lieutenant, 12th SRVC

 29th Jul.1869: present at opening of new Drill House

 25th May 1878: promoted Captain, 12th SRVC

 1884/5: granted title Honorary Major

 29th Jul. 1885: resigned commission, 1st Stirlingshire Rifle Volunteers

 21st Nov.1885: Dinner & Presentation hosted by 1st Stirlingshire Rifle Volunteers at
Crown Hotel, on retirement from Volunteers

 22nd Nov. 1892: awarded Volunteer Decoration



2. Military Appointments Overview
II. 12th Stirlingshire (Carron) Rifle Volunteer Corps
 10th Feb 1862: Formation of the 12th (Carron) Stirlingshire Rifle Volunteer Corps (“12th SRVC”) 

 27th May 1862: Swearing in ceremony of 12th SRVC., in presence of Lt.Col. Dundas, some 30 volunteers  
present, majority came from Carron Iron Works.
Officers: Captain J B Sherriff, Lt. Campbell, Ensign Adam.

 20th Sept. 1862: First annual rifle competition at Carron range. 
Uniform trews of Graham tartan, with rifle green tunic with scarlet collars, cuffs black Austrian

 29th March 1863: Destruction of unit’s rifles at armoury at back of Carron Inn, Falkirk. £50 reward offered by 
Captain Sherriff for information.

 Jul /Nov 1863: Conflict between Captain Sherriff & Ltn Campbell, over former’s lack of advising Campbell 
of appointment of James Eason as Ensign. Led to publication of letter correspondence
in local paper over the period. Resulting in resignation of Ltn. Campbell from the Corps.

 1863: Deprived of armoury, rifle range at Carron, risk of Corps folding. Ensign Webster,
accompanied by 30 members, went to Captain Sherriff’s residence and mutually agreed to
keep Corps going.

 Feb 1864: Corps has a Corps Band led by Thomas Cowan

 16th Jan 1868: new Drill Hall, Tryst Road, opened, paid by members & Carron community; included  
armoury, officer’s room, reading room, hall. Used by Corps & local community & public events.



2. Military Appointments Overview
II. 12th Stirlingshire (Carron) Rifle Volunteer Corps

 1865 – 73: Corps utilised Dorrator Rifle Range, thereafter Larbert Range from 1874 onwards.

 31st July 1869: Corps has 65 rank & file, 2 officers & a band.

 1870’s / 80’s: Corps numbers fluctuated between 70 – 80, with most Corps members being from the
Carron Iron Works. Only in the 1890s did the Corps reach 90+ members.

 29th Jan. 1871: Presentation to Ensign Webster, 3rd recruit to Corps, in recognition of keeping 
Corps alive in 1863. Corps had94 members.

 3rd Jan. 1871: Ltn. W Gillespie entertained Company at Plough Inn, Stenhousemuir on occasion
of his marriage

 30th Sept. 1880: With reorganisation of the Volunteers, 12th SRV became “I” Company (Carron)
1st Stirling Rifle Volunteers. Officers at time , Captain Gillespie, Lt. Dobbie, Lt Duncan
Rev. M’Hare, Chaplain of the Company.



2. Military Appointments Overview
II. 1st Stirlingshire Rifle Volunteer Corps

9th June 1860: The 1st Stirlingshire Admin. Battalion was formed, HQ at Stirling, 
overseeing the 12 separate rifle volunteer corps across Stirlingshire, including 12th SRVC.

March 1880: With reorganisation of the Volunteers, independent rifle volunteer corps were amalgamated
under 1st Stirlingshire RVC. 10 companies formed.
12th SRV became “I” Company (Carron),1st Stirling Rifle Volunteers. 

25th August 1881: “I” Company, under Captain Gillespie, attended Edinburgh Royal Review, in total 3 officers,
5 sergeant & 52 rank & file attended.

29th Dec.. 1882: Presentation of Instruments to the band of “I “Company by T D Brodie, Carron Works, value
£140, accepted by Bandmaster Clarke.
T D Brodie had been & continued to be, a significant financial benefactor to “I” Company’s 
annual subscription

Dec 1887: The Battalion retitled 4th (Stirlingshire) Volunteer Battalion, The Argyll & Southern Highlanders

1901 /02: 57 members of the battalion served on active duty in South Africa

1904: Headquarters of “I” Company moved to Stenhousemuir 

April 1908: The Battalion transferred to the Territorial Force, and with 7th Volunteer Battalion, formed the
7th Battalion, The Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders



2. Military Appointments Overview
II. Captain Commandants: 12th Stirling Rifle Volunteers

Major Dobbie, 
1845 - 1908,

 Major James B Sherriff ( 1822 - 1896)
Merchant, Landowner

 Lieutenant John Eason ( 1841 – ?)
Farmer heritage, born Larbert

 Major William Gillespie (1842 – 1909)
Farmer.

 Major Dobbie ( 1845 – 1908)
Iron Master.

 Captain Robert Proudfoot Roy (1849 – 1911) 
Mechanical Engineer. Lived in Larbert.

 Captain R Dundas Orr ( 1879 - 1914)
Partner, James Ross & Co, Chemical Manufacturers

Commanding Period Unit Designation

Major J B Sherriff: 1862 – 1864 12th SRVC
Lieutenant J Eason 1864 – 1866 12th SRVC
Major W Gillespie 1866 – 1885 12th SRVC / I Company 1st SRV
Major Dobbie: 1885 – 1893 I Company; 4th VB A&SH
Captain R P Roy: 1893 – 1896 I Company; 4th VB A&SH
Captain R D Orr: 1896 – 1905 D Company; 4th VB A&SH



3. Private Life (1)

 Father: William Gillespie (1800 – 1880), Farmer

 Mother: Jean Nicol (1807 – 1864)

 Siblings: Jean (b.1836), John (b.1839), Elizabeth (b.1843), Margaret (b.1845)

 Married: Anne Stewart Young ( 1846 – 1920)

 Children: William (b.1871), John (b.1874), James (b.1880), Robert (b.1883), Peter (b.1885)

 Where lived: Kersbrock Farm, Stenhousemuir, Stirlingshire
Athelstaneford Mains, Drem.

 Interests: East Lothian Agricultural Society



4. Professional Life

 3rd generation farmer Kersebrock Farm, Stenhousemuir. Grandfather obtained lease 1795.

 William Gillespie Jnr. took over tenancy at Kersebrook Farm (owned by T D Brodie) from his father, 
and subsequently vacated in 1885 to manage a larger farm enterprise at Athelstaneford Farm. He was 
managing the farm up until his death in 1909, which was owned by Sir Alexander Kinlock

 Census data:
1851: Kersebrook Farm, Scholar
1861: Kersebrook Farm, Farmer’s son
1871: Kersebrook Farm, Farmer
1881: Kersebrook Farm, of 1490 acres, employing 3 men, 2 girls & 1 boy.
1891: Athelstaneford Mains, Dem.
1901: Athelstaneford Mains, Farmer



5. Sources

13th December 1884 Falkirk Herald.


